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P RE FA CE. 


H E Deſign of this Publication, 


at this Period, is to ſhew, with 


temper, moderation, and liberality, 


guided by ſacred Truth and the public 
Welfare, the prodigious difference be- 


tween the Two Bills brought into 


Parliament © for better regulating 


& the widely extended and greatly per- 


e plexed Affairs of the Britiſh Eaſt 


India Company, for the proſperity 


of their Commerce and the Security 


of their territorial Poſſeſlions.””---the 


former by Mr. FOX in 1783, which 


was 


— 
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EX 43 | 
was providentially rejected, as being big 
with the moſt arbitrary and deſtructive 
powers, equally dangerous to the Com- 
merical and Political Intereſts of this 
great trading Nation, and ſubverſive of 
our happy Conſtitution which is the 
peculiar Bleſſing of this free State and 
the admiration and envy of all other 
Nations; the latter by Mr. PITT in 
1784, which was virtuouſly, wiſely, 
and happily adopted and carried into 
execution by the Legiſlature, to pre- 
vent the alarming Calamity threatened 
by that of 1783; and to promote every 


Commerical and Political Purpoſe that 


can be expected by theEaſt India Company 


in particular, and by the Britiſh Nation 
at large, by the permanent ſecurity and 


proſperity 


C3) | 
proſperity of their Commerce, and by 


the Protection of our vaſt Poſſeſſions in 
Afia, which are two great National 
Events that will happily promote the 
territorial REVENUES, ſupport a ne- 
ceſſary Army of Defence, and defeat 


the ambitious Deſigns of rival Nations 


in that part of the World, and, by a 
! general Tendency, eſſentially promote 
the Dignity, the Wealth, the Strength, 
J and PUBLIC CREDIT of this great 


maritime and trading State. 


Theſe are the happy, the great, the 

glorious Effects of Mr. PITT's Bill of | 
1784. A Bill of infinite penetration, 
Virtue, and Sagacity ; which, after 
1 the alarming Attempt of Mr. FOX's 
| Bin 
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CS) 
Bill in 1783, to make the Company 
Bankrupts; to ſubyert our glorious 
Conſtitution ; to convulſe the Nation; 
and endanger PUBLIC CREDIT; I 
ſay, fo ſoon after ſuch a Deſign, as 
fatal as Contagion (from the Shock of 
which the Nation are hardly recovered 
from their Fears) the Bill of the fol- 
lowing Year was a moſt wonderful Ex- 


ertion of public Virtue and national 


| Wiſdom, that does infinite Honor to 


the patriotic Principles and aſtoniſhing 
Talents of Mr. PITT ; aſſiſted by the 


creat Powers, and I add with great truth 


and infinite pleaſure, the great public 
Virtue of the High Chancellor Lord 
Thurlow, the Lord Preſident Earl Cams 
den, Firſt Commiſſioner of Trade Lord 

Hawkeſbury 


A 3 _—_ 1 = 
— — ＋ ox 1 «> 
— — 1 3 

* 


* bo > 
is Ts * a ä * 1 
IS . "=P. — 
2 8 3 2 
e 2 


3 
3 


an 


CP 2 
Hawkeſbury, Henry Dundas, Eſq; pre- 
ſident of the Board of Controul, and 
other Characters, highly diſtinguiſhed 


for the purity of their patriotic Prin- 


ciples, and the Splendor of their politi- 


cal Abilities. 


The Powers of this Bill (“ which 


„it was generally underſtood was 


& enacted wit h the Conſent of the Com- 
+ pany, or at leaſt the Public heard of 
no Oppoſition to it either on the part 
o f the Court of Directors or of the 


« Proprietors in general, *) were as 


clear and full as buſineſs ſo extenſive 


and remote required and as the title of 


the Bill indicated. Some Men how- 


* Lor d Grantley, 


ever, 
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LEY 
ever, either jealous of Miniſters, or de- 
firous of oppoſing them, for party mo- 
tives, queſtioned the competency of the 
Authority, and they, conſcious of the 
beſt Intentions for the public ſervice, 
ſubmitted to an explanation by a De- 
claratory Bill which, by giving the true 
expoſition, 1s intended to remove all 
doubts and all oppoſition. This, which 
15 really meritorious, has occaſioned 
ſuch a violent reſiſtance as could not 
have been expected to a Meaſure the 
moſt neceflary and ſalutary, and to a 
Miniſter with the very beſt Intentions 
and the moſt ſplendid Abilities, 


5 * 


It may here be expected that I ſhould 


take ſome notice of this harmleſs De- 


clarat ory Bill, and of the extraordinary 


Oppoſition 


To) 
Oppoſition given to it, after four Years 
experience of its happy Effects at home 
and in India, and the great Merit of 
Mr. Pitt and his Friends, in regard to 
the Affairs of the Eaſt Indies. Merit 
the moſt diſtinguiſhed, which ſtands 
confeſſed by the Candor and Juſtice of 
a noble and learned Lord, who, with a 
liberality worthy of his high Rank and 
Abilities, has declared, in his place, 
40 He believed that, from the firſt In- 
6 ſtitution, the Board of Controul had 
4 aCted from the very beſt Motives, and 
e done their Country and the Eaſt 
India Company the moſt effential ſer- 
e yices, from the Wiſdom 4 the 


“Policy of their Meaſures,” 


This 


W025 3 


This teſtimony to Truth and to 


diſtinguiſhed Merit 1s the more flatter- 


ing, as it comes from a moſt reſpectable 


quarter, that has oppoſed the Declara- 


expected Support from ſuch a Con- 
viction and the Confidence that ought 
to be placed in ſuch Men and ſuch 
Meaſures. And it is rather unfortunate 
that Men of high Rank and great Ta- 
lents ſhould have a belief that Miniſ- 


& ters have acted from the beſt Motives 


& in the Affairs of Aſia, and rendered 


<« their Country and the Company,“ 
and yet miſtruſt them, and oppoſe them 
in their determination to act from the 


ſame Motives, and in their endeavours 


to 


tory Bill, and which might have 


& the moſt eflential ſervices both to 


. "8 
to render ſtill more important ſervices. 
I fay it is unfortunate for mankind that 
ſuch glaring inconſiſtency ſhould be 
diſcovered in the brighteſt characters. 
But bach is the imperfection of human 
nature, that the ableſt men may be miſ> 
taken, and the fineſt talents may be miſ- 


applied. 


The Hiſtory of this Buſineſs is pretty 
well known, but I believe not ſo well 
underſtood, which will ever be the caſe 
when the Paſſions of Party oppoſe 
themſelves to the Reaſon of the Public, 


miſguiding the weakeſt and confounding 


the ſtrongeſt Underſtandings. 


It was ſome Time ago thought, by 
all Parties, abſolutely neceſſary to veſt 
= the 
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the complete Superintendance of all the 


political Concerns of our Indian Poſſeſ- 


ſions in other Hands than thoſe of the 
Directors, but certain Orators now affect 


to deny what they ſo warmly contended 


for. But whatever may be ſaid to the 


contrary, for the Purpoſes of Party, it_ 


cannot be doubted, by the diſpaſſionate 


Part of the Nation, that every Deciſion, 


reſpecting either the civil or military Af- 


fairs of the Territory in India, have 
been entruſted by Law to certain Com- 
miſſioners named in the Bill of Direction 
and Controul upon confiztutional Prin- 
ciples, conducive equally to the Security 
of our political, and to the Proſperity of 


our commercial Intereſts. 


When 


3 
When I defend the Meaſure of 1 784, 


en Principles of the Conſtitution, I wiſh 


to be underſtood that althou gh the act of 


capriciouſly or wantonly invading char- 


tered Rights would be wrong, and 2 
violation of the Conſtitution; yet it is 
right, and no violation, when the neceſ- 
ſity of the Caſe requires t, for the public 
Good, and for the Security of private 


Property, 


Invaſions and Violations are often held 
out for the Purpoſes of Party, to frighten 
the People and prejudice them againſt 
Miniſters ; but the Public would do well 
to remember, that neceflary Alterations 


do not invade the Property and Rights 
of 


(m4 ) 


of the Community, nor violate their ex- 


cellent Conſtitution 3; but, on the con- 


trary, tend to ſecure the one, and to 
preſerve the other, by promoting the 


general Welfare. 


| Hence it is that I have not the Honor 
to think with a great Lawyer, and as 
good as he is great, who 1 with 
ſo much Temper and Ability at His 
Majeſty's Councils, that « the Bill of 
1784, as well as that of 1783, un- 
64 doubtedly broke in upon the chartered 
«+ Rights of the Company.” The Fact 
was ſo his Lordſhip ſaid, and he defied 
any Man to ſay their Charter was not 


v:olated by both Bills. 


I have. 


9 
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I have, nevertheleſs, the courage to 
reſiſt ſo great an Authority. The words 
ä of chartered Rights, and vio- 
lation of the Coinflitation, apply only to 
the Bill of 1583. A Meaſure of Violence, 


and an Aſſumption of Power invades 


the one, and violates the other; but to 


break in upon the conduct of the Con- 
pany, when there is a ſufficient Degree 


of Neceſſity in the Caſe, in order to 


bring back the Company to the original 
Deſign and the true Intent of their 
Charter, for the beſt Purpoſes of the 


Subject and the State, is far, very far 


indeed, from trenching on the Com- 


pany's Charter, and violating their ex- 


cluſive Rights, 


From 


(16) 
From theſe Ideas I refiſt, equally, 
the Declaration of the noble Earl, that 
«© no Reform of the Abuſes and Mal- 
* Adminiſtration of the Company's 
Affairs in India (admitted on all | 


„Hands to have exiſted and to require 
* Reform) could have been effected 


without a violation of their Charter.“ 
1 am clearly of a contrary Opinion, 
and do not admit that the Bill of 1784 

has had that Effect. That only is to be 
deemed a violation, which unneceſſarily, 
or without a ſufficient degree of neceſ- 
ſity in the Caſe, invades, deprives, or 
leſſens ; but not that which brings back 
a meaſure to its original Deſign when it 
is found, by exceeding or miſtaking its 


pounds, to endanger the purpoſes for 


which 


C93 

which it was taken. In that Caſo, 
whieh is evidently the Caſe of the 
Bill of 1 784, the words invaſion and 
als are unjuſt, and ſhould be <0 


fideration and reſtoration. 


This being the fact, the only Que- 
ſtion to be determined, is, whether 
the Power, above deſcribed, extends to 
the applying Part of the territorial 
Revenues of India towards the * 
port of an adequate Military Force, 


for. the defence, proſperity and ſecu- 


rity of that extenſive Territory? 


This is a Queſtion that anſwers it- 
ſelf; for the firſt and greateſt Object | 
of territorial Revenue is to defend 


the 
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(18 ) 
the Territory that GM that Source 
of Wealth and Strength, which, it 
neglected and a would be 
unproductive; ſo that a part, is with 
great Virtue and Wiſdom, applied to 
the preſervation and proſperity of the 
whole. The ſecurity of Poſſeſſions 
productive of Revenue, ever has been, 
and ever muſt be, the firſt Conſider- 


ation in all Countries. 


So mach for the excellent Principle 
of the Declaratory Bill, which I 
founded on Reaſon, on Juſtice, and 
the ſoundeſt Policy. And as to the 
Power exerciſed for that ſalutary pur- 
poſe, no Authority can be more na- 


tural, more neceſſary, or too extenſive 


that 


C0 3 


'that tends to promote theſe firſt and 


laſt great Objects of Security and 


Proſperity. 


The Alderman, therefore, who in the 
Eaſt India Houſe ſtrongly oppoſed this 
13 of Government, enumerating 
the Evils which were likely to accrue 


from ſuch a Meaſure, muſt have ſtrange 


Ideas indeed of the preſervation of our 


Poſſeſſions, and of the Proſperity of our 


Commerce in India. 


The Magiſtrate ſays, „ it was an 
«© Aſſumption of Power in the Board of 
„ Controul moſt dangerous and alarm- 
© ing.” Now a Power clearly eſta- 
bliſhed by the Legiſlature is not an 
Aſſumption, for that only is an Aſſump- 


D tion 


19 


1 


tion that is exerciſed without legal 


Authority. And as to its being“ dan- 


e cerous and alarming in its Operation,” 
the contrary 1s evidently the Truth, 
from the happy Effects of that Board 
of Direction and Controul ; and the con- 
feflion of the Directors themſelves that 
it has, like the Hand of Providence, 
interpoſed for the Salvation, Security, 


and Proſperity of the Company. 


How Gentlemen can ſtile their vio- 
lent Oppoſition to ſuch a neceflary and 
wiſe Meaſure, that has, in the Lan —_ 
of a noble and learned Lord, from the 
« yery beſt 1 done their Country, 
and the Eaſt India Company the moſt 
6 eſſential Services, 13 the Wiſdom 


N 
« and 


(28 /) 
and Policy of the Board of Controul.” 
How they can, I ſay, ſtile their own 
impolitic Conduct . a Reſiſtance to Op- 
e preſſion,” and how they can pretend 
4e to plead the Cauſe of Truth, and 
* maintain that of Humanity and Juſ- 
e tice” by ſuch Reſiſtance, is indeed 
wonderful, and a melancholy inſtance 


% 


of the Force of Prejudices againſt the 
executive Power, and of the Effects of 


Party. 


None but Men blinded by the Paſſions 
of Party could argue at this Rate. 
They aſk if there were territional A- 
_ * farms in India, were the Directors ſo 
8 unworthy of confidence as not to be 
«« truſted. ?” Unworthy I will not ſay, 


but 
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( 22 ) 
but 1mproper certainly asMerchants,they 
are for the military and politicalPurpoſes 
of ſuch extenſive Dominions, to — 


againſt the Deſigns of native Princes 


and foreign Powers, which ſo eſſentially 
concern the State, and are therefore fit 
only for the Direction and Controul of 


the executive Power of the Nation. 


The Directors in Oppoſition own 
that a reſpectable European Force is 
neceſſary, and that Government had 
been petitioned for Leave to raiſe Re- 
cruits, If the Directors themſelves ac- 
knowledge the Neceſlity of the military 
Force, the Meaſures founded 1 it ſhould 
be adopted with Effect, Surely then 
Goyernment is commendable for ſending 


the 


( 39 ) 
the effectual Aſſiſtance required; and 
juſtified in making Proviſion, by apply- 
ing a part of the Revenue of thoſe Poſ- 


ſeſſions to ſupport the Forces required 


to protect them ! 


Who can deny the Merit of the Sup- 


ply, or the Juſtice of providing for it 


from the Source it is ſent to defend? 
In the ſpirited Language of a worthy 
Alderman in the Direction, it would be 
Treachery to their Country, circum- 
ſtanced as the Poſſeſſions in India were, 


to with-hold the required and proffered 


military Aſſiſtance which could alone 


be derived from Government, and chear- 
fully granted by able and attentive Mi- 
niſters; and an Inſtance of great Injuſ- 


tice 


6 


Fs) 

tice and Folly not to provide for it by 
the Revenue or Reſources of the Coun- 
try ; the firſt of * ſhould be ap- 
plied to ſupport the happy Inſtruments 


of territorial Protection and Security. 


Theſe Ideas of Protection and of ne- 
ceſſary Proviſion for that Protection, are 
confirmed by the Chairman and De- 
puty-Chairman, who have both declared, 
that the Force in queſtion was eſſential 
1 the Safety of our Poſſeſſions in India; 
and that an adequate Proviſion for that 
Force out of the Revenue of the Poſ- 
ſeſſions, is as juſt and reaſonable as the 


Meaſure is abſolutely neceſſary. 


To deny the Power of doing what is 


authorized by the Legiſlature, and re- 
quired 


1 


CW 3 
quired by the Directors, and to . 
the Support of what is neeeſſary to pre- 
e our Poſſeſſions, and to promote 
our Commerce in India, diſcovers an 
Inconſiſtency and Abſurdity that contra- 
dicts common Senſe, and the conſtant 
Practice of all People; and can therefore 
only ariſe from the Paſſions of Party 
who oppoſe every thing that is neceſſary, 
that is right, that 1 18 reaſonable, to reſiſt 
the neceflary A., and to obſtruct 


the ſalutary Deſigns of Government. 


If they expect that the whole Pa- 


tronage ſhall ſtil] remain with the Di- 


rectors, it can only be in commercial 


| Affairs. And although they talk of 


„not tamely reſigning the reſt,” the 


Directors 


( 26 ) 


Directors mult be ſenſible that the whole 


military, civil, and political Patronage, 1 
8 4 1 


is totally abſorbed b the Bill of Direc- 


tion and Controul of 1784, which ef- 
fectually ſeparates the commercial from 
the territorial Affairs of India, and re- 


peals that of 1781, ſo far as concerns 


thoſe Poſſeſſions; that is, the military 
and political Department as effectually 


as if that Part of it had been abro- 


gated; leaving the Company their 
| Commerce uninterrupted, or the intire 
8 Poſſeſſion of their excluſive Privileges 


of Trade, according to the Nature and 


1 Deſign of their Charter, more than 
. which was not originally requeſted by 


them, nor intended by the Legiſlature. 


This 


(27) 
This being the Truth, Government 
is certainly the beſt, and indeed the 


only proper Judge of the Neceſſity of 


ö the Military Meaſure which has been 
J the Cauſe of ſo much Oppoſition : Not 
from any Objection that could be had 


either to the Declaratory Bill, or to the 
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1 Conduct of Miniſters, which, in every 
f Meaſure of Adminiſtration, is highly 
praiſe-worthy, but from a Spirit of 


Oppoſition, and a wiſh that the Pro- 


moters of the Bill of 1 783 might over- 


throw the Authors of that of 1784. 


Their own Requiſition, that is, the 


Requeſt of the Directors ſhews the 


Neceſſty ; the Act of 1784 proves the 
Legality; and the Title of that Act 
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( 28 ) 


& to ſuperintend, direct, and controul,“ 
demonſtrates the competence of Authority; 
for theſe words denote Supremacy, and 
the being ſubject only to the Authority 
of the Legiſlature that created i, for 
the Protection of the Company in 
particular, and for the wiſe purpoſes of 


the Nation in General. 


Direction and Controul certainly im- 
ply great Powers, but they muſt be 
placed ſomewhere in all Governments, 
even the moſt Republican ; but as it 
18 a delegated Authority, and not the 


Sovereign irrecoverable Power of an 


abſolute and arbitrary State, ſo its re- 


ſponſibility to the Supreme Authority 
of the Conſtitutioa is a check that 


will 


( 29 ) = 
will prevent Abufe, or aboliſh the 
Exerciſe of it; whenever it has a dif- 
ferent Tendency to what is defigned 
by the Wiſdom of the Legiſlature and 


the Virtue of Adminiſtration. 


Until then, that 1s, whilſt it is | 
not abuſed, and 8 as it has 
hitherto done, the happieſt commer- 
cial and political Effects, no Man in 
his right Senfes will cad _- Au- 
thority legally, neceflarily and happily 
eſtabliſhed, with the cleareſt and 
fulleſt Powers, to prevent fo much 
Miſchief and to do fo much Good: 
Becauſe foch on injudicious Reſiſtance 
to the Wiſdom of the Legiſlature and 
to the Virtue of the Executive Power 


of 
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41 
of the Nation, would be an Act 
of the greateſt Folly, by madly oppo- 


ſing the common Intereſt and Secu— 


rity, deſtroying the Reſources of our 


Country and weakening the Hands of 


Government, to increaſe, like the Act 
of Traitors, the Wealth and Strength 


of our Rivals and Enemies. 


The Opinion of an eminent Coun- 


cil retained by the Company that a 


Bill for Removing any Doubts con- 


cerning the Competency of the Board 
of Controul was ſubverſive fob the 
* Rights of the Company and de- 
& ſtructive to their Intereſts,” is the 
viſionary and deluſive Opinion of a 
Mercenary, diſcovering the Power of 


Oratory, 


(WF 3 
Oratory more than the Force of 


Truth. 


What 1s legally eſtabliſhed cannot 
be an Invaſion of Rights ; 4 what 
has been productive of the happieſt 
Effects, by the Teſtimony of the Di- 
rectors themſelves, and the Evidence 
of our Senſes, and is exerciſed, as it 
was deſigned, with no other view, 
muſt promote their Intereſts and can- 


not be deſtructive to them. 


It ſhould alſo be remembered that 
when the Company was diſſolved in 
1697, and a Charter granted to a 
new Set of Adventurers, the Mem- 
bers of the old Company .were as 


clamorous, near 100 Years ago, as 


they 
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18 
they were lately againſt the Proceed- 
ings of Government, and yet Minif+: 
ters, poſſeſſed of public Virtue and a 
becoming Spirit like the — Fae 
ceeded in their wiſe Determination 


to make them yield to the Intereſt 


and Dignity of the Nation, as they 


certainly ought to do on the preſent 


and every neceflary Occaſion. 


This Publication (which is an Appeal 
to the Underſtanding, and not to the 
Paſhons of Party) after fo much that 
has been ſaid upon the Subject, by Men 
of the greateſt Talents in both Houſes 
of Parliament, ſeems to be abſolutely 
neceſſary, that the Public may, with 
the Temper and Candor of a liberal 


. Nation, 


C203 


Nation, judge, by a conciſe and fair 
. Compariſon of the two India Bills, of the 
Difference between the Talents and 
Principles of Mr. Pitt and Mr. Fox, and 
conſequently of their public Meaſures 
and Deſigns for the Service of the W 
which bag they are not ſo able to 
form a Judgment of from a Torrent of 
parliamentary Language, in which the 
Paſſions and Prejudices of Party give a 
falſe Expoſition, and tend to confound 
and miſguide the Public, whoſe Imagina- 
tion 1s often bewildered by the Loquacity 
of Party Speakers, and whoſe Judgment 
is, of courſe (with generally the beſt 
Intentions) guided more by the Pre- 
poſſeſſions and Prejudices of Party, than 


by cool Reflection and clear Conviction. 


A fair 


„ 


A fair Compariſon, in a caſe of ſo much 


national Importance that involves every 
thing commercial and political both at 
Home and Abroad, ſo extenſive are the 
Effects of our FIT Meaſures---a fair 
Compariſon, I ſay, between the two Eaſt 
1 Bills of 1783 and 1784, will place 
in a true light, diveſted of the falſe 
colouring of Party, the Prineiples and 
Talents of Mr. Fox the Ex- Miniſter, 
and of Mr. Pitt the Fele Miniſter; : 
and tend, perhaps, more than any thing 
elſe © convince a ſenſible and ſpirited 
Nation, which of the two Statoſmen a 
8 Speakers is the beſt qualified 
to Promote the Commerce, the Wealth, 


St kxengrh, and Diguity of His Majeſty's 


Dominions. 


? 
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Dominions. Whether the rapid Orator 


Mr. Fox, who, by the boldeſt and moſt 5 
. daring Attempt, would have convulſed 
the Nation, endangered PUBLIC 

CREDIT worſe then the South Sea 
Bubble, and ſhaken, to its Foundation, 
our Commerce and political | Exiſtence, 
is, with his Party, the fitteſt for Admi- 
niſtration; or Mr. Pitt, joining the 
ſweetneſs and profabon of Tully with 
the Nerves, attic Salt, and rapid Elo- 
quence of Demoſthenes, whin like the 
Hand of Providence, happily interpoſed 
to prevent that dreadful Calamity, and 
to ſecure India with all the Bleſſings of 
: Trade, territorial Revenue, and national 
Wealth and Strength, is, with his Col- 


leagues (who manifeſtly poſleſs the ſame | 
F Principles, 


1 

Principles, public Zeal and brilliant 
Talents) the moſt fit to be entruſted 
with the executive Power of the Nation, 
under the Eye and Controul of a Parlia- 
ment diſtinguiſhed for its Zeal, for the 
Dignity of the component Parts of the 
Legiſlature, and for the true Intereſt of 


the People they govern. 


. 
a, 


After ſuch a fair Compariſon, the 
Nation, whoſe deareſt Intereſts ws ſo 
much at ſtake, cannot miſtake, if they 
diveſt themſelves of the Prepoſſeſſions 
and Prejudices of Party, and judge with 
the ſame Temper, Candour, and Libe- 
l as the Author writes. In the 
mean time ſacred Truth and Juſtice di- 


vine, which are neceſſary to the Dignity 


and 
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and Intereſts of the Nation, and which 
evidently inſpire and animate his Majeſ- 
ty's Councils ; theſe glorious Principles 
require me to for; that the Meaſures 
taken by Mr. Pitt, in regard to the Eaſt 
Indies, for the Security of our Com- 
merce, and the Regulation of our terri- 
torial Poſſeſſions, is an Event great in 
itlelE, and glorious in its Conſequences 
to our Trade and political Intereſt in 
every Part of the Globe, producing the 
happieſt Effects at home and abroad in 
regard to other Nations, that the Benefit 
of its Operation extends beyond the 
Power of Expreſſion, for which Mr. 
Pitt, 1 may venture to ſay, without fear 


9 


of Contradiction or the imputation of 


Flattery, deſerves a Statue to perpetuate 
the 


„ 
the glorious Event, ad to immortalize 
his Name : For a Meaſure which has 
immenſity of happy Effects for its Space, 
ſhould give the patriotic Miniſter eternity 


of Reputation. 


—_ 


The Event is ſo great that delivers us, 


as from a zerrible Precipice, from the 


horrors of Mr. Fox's bill, and eſtabliſhes 
the Bleſſings of Mr. Pitt's, that it may 
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be called a national Triumph over the 


Ignorance, the Folly, and Fatality of 


Mr. Fox's Meaſures, from which every 


commercial and political Miſchief at 


home and abroad was to be dreaded. 


A victory the moſt complete and the 
moſt Aattering to the preſent Adminiſtra- 
tion, in which the Right Honorable 
Mr. 


C8 1 | 
Mr. DUNDAS, Chairman of the Board 


of Direction and Controul, has infinite 
Merit for his public ſpirited Exertion of 
ſplendid Abilities ; and in which the 
maſterly Pen of the faithful Hiſtorian, 
like the Pencil of the immortal Painter, 
| will group the principal Characters and 
place, at no great Diſtance, the diſ- 
tinguiſhed Merit of Mr. Secretary ROSE, 
whoſe Accompliſhments and r Zeal 
are a Credit to the Judgment of the 
Lord Chancellor, and to the Friendſhip 
of Mr. PITT. 


Conſiderations 


* * © > 
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CONSIDERATIONS 


HUuUMBLY SUBMITTED To THE 


HOUSE of LORDS. 


My Lords ! 

& © HE firſt Bill to regulate the very 

extended and much perplexed 
Affairs of India was brought into Par- 
liament by Mr. Fox with the moſt ex- 
traordinary Powers, and would cer- 
tainly have produced the moſt extra- 
ordinary Effects, fatal to the Rights 
and Conſtitution of a free People, and 
to the commercial and political In- 


tereſts 


TT 46 
' tereſts of the Kingdom, had not the 


Goodneſs of Providence, and the Virtue 


of Parliament, prevented ſo great a 


Calamity. 


The terrible Effects to the Company, 
ind their dreadful Conſequences to the 
Nation at large, may be judged of by 
the extraordinary, unconſtitutional, and 
ruinous Power of the Bill, which went, 
not ſneckingly with the Hypocriſy of a 
Jeſuit, but boldly with the Courage of 
the moſt deſpotic Government, and the 
daring Spirit of an Oliver Cromwell, to 


ſeize at once the whole of the territorial 


and commercial Power and Property of 


the Eaſt India Company. 


CJ 
My Lords, that Power, arifing from 


their territorial Acquiſitions, and that 
Property, Wong from their extenſive 
Commerce, both ſecured to them by | 
Parliament, were by the Caprice of Mr. 
Fox, and the Magic of his ſuperintend- 
ing and controuling Commiſſion, to 
be totally ſaſpended and placed under 
the Management of a few warm Par- 
tiſans of the Right Honorable Gentle- 


£788 


man, who are unacquainted with Com- 


merce and with India Affairs. 


ce The Intention of this horrid Bill 

«© was to veſt the Power of the Eaſt 
India Company in Seven Directors, 
« whoſe Names were moved by Mr. 


e Fox, then Secretary of State, and 


G adopted 


1 1 M0 3 
« adopted by that Houſe of Commons. 


« They Were to hold their Offices Four 


„ Years, removable, like the Twelve 


n Judges, by an addreſs of either 


« Houſe of Parliament, and not by 


6c any other Power : And for managing 
« the Commercial Affairs of the Com- 


* pany, Nine Gentlemen, moved for 


„ and adopted in the ſame manner, 


« were to aſſiſt them, ſubje& to their 


« Controul and removable only by 
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„ them,” thereby creating a dependent 
8 Authority to increaſe the Influence of 
— 4 | an ambitious PARTY, that would 
= have placed Mr. Fox on his high Seat 
of DESPOTISM, a Terror both to the 
Prerogative of the Crown, and to the 


Liberties of the People. 
The 


( 48. )) | 
« The Effect of this Bill,” which 


ſaps the Foundation of our excellent 
Conſtitution, © was to. veſt in theſe 
„ Seven Directors the WHOEE IN» 
„ FLUENCE of the Offices of eyery 
« kind in India and at Home, belonging 
to the Company; and the WHOLE 
5 INFLUENCE ring fem ths 
+ TranſaCtions of their Trade in -the 
„ Purchaſe of Goods for Exportation, 
«+ furniſhing Ships, Stores, and Re- 
66 cruits ; the INF LUENCE ariſing 
„from the Method of ſelling their 
6 Goods, by bringing forward al keep- 
_ ing back Goods at the Sales, or 
5 giving Indulgencies as to payments, 
« ſo as to accommodate thoſe who are 


5 meant to be favored ; the INFLU- 
ENCE 


8 
% ENCE ariſing from the Favor they 


© may ſhew to thoſe who are now in 
<« England, and have left Debts or 
« Effects in India, as to the Mode of 
&« bringing Home and recovering their 
© Fortunes; the INFLUENCE of 
«© Contracts of all Kinds in India; of 
« Promotions, from ſtep to ſtep M3 
favor in the Inland Trade; of IN- 
Gy TIMIDATION with reſpect to every 
os Perſon now there, ho may come 
a pi with a 18 both with 
regard to recovering his Debts, and 
6 the means of Kine, and with 
C regard to 33 into his Cha 
duct; the IN F LUENCE upon Fo- 
„ reign Compatites, or Foreign States, 


«© who 


(47) 
„ Who have Eſtabliſhments in that 


“ Country, = who, in return, may 
« have the Means of acting upon In- 
« dividuals in this 3 the IN- 
6 FLUENCE upon the nativa Princes 
of India, forne of whom have al- 


ready found the way of procuring 


« the Elections of Members of Parlia- 
; | | 


„ment; and many other Means of 


« INFLUENCE, which it is impoſ- 


* ſible to foreſee or to trace.” 


£43. 
+. 
, 6 


« The Amount of the Whole can- 
not be computed. It has been called 
6 equal to TWO or THREE MIL- 
„LIONS a Vear; but there can be 
no Doubt that its Magnitude 1s yery 
<6 oreat and extenſive indeed, and that 


cv it 
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it may produce very remarkable Con- 


e ſequences,” 


« This Power is not indeed, taken 
« from the Crown, though it and; 
derably weakens its Influence and 
leſſens its Dignity, but it is placed 
in new Hands, who are independent 
« durin g Four Years, equally of the 
Crown and of the People,” and 
therefore alarming to both ſince ſuch 
a new Authority without Controul to 
check their Conduct, may by their 
Influence and Deſpotiſm abſorb the 
Power of both; and, like the great 
Authority once eſtabliſned by the Ro- 


mans, continue themſelves in Power 


againſt the Senſe, the Intereſt and 


Secutity: 


3 
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Security of the Nation; <thereby cre- 
ating not only a Fourth Eſtate, but a 
Supremacy to controul the other Three: 
For by every c in the Con- 
duct of this Bill, it appears, as an ho- 
norable Gentleman has obſerved, that 
Mr. Fox's Plan decidedly was to veſt 
the whole Power and Patronage of 
India, both Cound and Political, 
in the Members of his Adminiſtration, 
not only during Four Years, but as 
long as any Part of India ſhall belong 
to this Kingdom. An Idea truly alarm- 
ing, as it ſhews the unconſtitutional 
Power and the alarming Effects of an 
ambitious Party, that invades our 
Rights and Property, and ſubverts our 


glorious 


C03 
glorious Conſtitution more deluſively 


and effectively than the Conduct of 


Oliver Cromwell. 


My Lords, can any thing be con- 


ceived more arbitrary and unjuſt than 


the Principle of ſuch a Meaſure ; or 


more ruinous in its Tendency, or 


Operation, upon the Conſtitution of 


this Government, and upon the com- 


mercial and Political Intereſts of this 


Nation ? 


a 


Can it be ſaid, my Lords, with even 
the colour of Truth or the ſhadow of 
Juſtice, that there was a ſufficient 
; degree of Neceſſity in the Caſe, to 
&« juſtify ſo ſtrong an interference of 


Parliament, either on Account of 
« the 


( 58 ) 
the State of the Company's Affairs, or on | 
Account of the Miſconduct of their 


«« Servants in India; or becauſe the great 


« Stake the Nation has in theſe im- 


% portant Concerns, demands a ſtrong 


e and effectual Remedy?” 


The Diſorders at Home in the 
Direction and Abroad, (the one the 
naturil Conſequence of the other) bn | 
the Management of the Company's 
Affairs were made a Plea by Mr: Fox, - . 
as Secretary of State, for ſeizing upon 
ALL THEIR PROPERTY, Power, 
gd Patronage, when all were either 
ſecured to them by Charter, or ſanc- 
tioned by Parliament. His Bill aimed 

H at 


An 
at ſeizing all the Company's Warehouſes, 
Arſenal, Ships, Ports, Monies, Bids: 
and in ſhort every thing they poſſeſſed, as 
well in India as in Europe. The Value 
of ſuch a ſeizure was as great as the 
Patronaze it gave, in the firſt Inſtance, 
at Home was alarming by the Effects 
it would produce upon the Conſtitution 
of this Country. Their Buildings were 
eſtimated at £ 700,000. The Sums an- 
nually paid to Tradeſmen in London, 
for Goods to be Exported £700,000. 
This, with F reightage to India, and 
other W made up the whole 
more than a Million and 5 Half of 
PRIVATE PROPERTY, which this 
deſpotic Miniſter would have ſeized by 


the 


(6) 
the Bill of 1783. All appointments 


at Home and in India, would have been 
ſubject to his pleaſure. The Court of 
Directors, like lo many Clerks, would 
have attended him with the Surrender | 
of .the Keys of their Houſe in Leaden- 
hall-Street, and of all their ' Warehou- 
ſes, containing their vaſt Property, 
with the moſt abject humility. And 
what is worthy of the ſerious Con- 
ſideration of the Pyblic, this | ſejzure 
of PRIVATE PROPERTY, this in- 
vaſion of the Chartered Rights of the 
People, this violation of the F aith of 
the Legiſlature, this ſubverſion of the 
Conftitution was intended to eſtabliſh 
an ambitious PARTY, ny to ſeat Mr. 
| 45 FE 
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Fox on the high Throne of Deſpotiſm, 
equally a Terror to a limited Sove- 
reign and to the Subjects of a free 
State. Creating an Ae in Impe- 
rio, a fourth Eſtate, that might have 


overthrown the Conſtitution; ſince the 


little King of Great-Britain could not 


long - contend in Parliament for ſupe- 
riority with the great King of Bengal, 
ſurrounded by innumerable Dependents 
on his extenſive and powerful Pa- 


tronage, 


This political Hodge Podge, this 
Monſtrum horrendam of Mr. Fox, by 
ſuddenly ſuperceding the Court of 
Directors, would have made the Uni- 


ted Merchants trading to the Eaſt 
Indies 


(35 ) 
Indies Bankrupts in an Inſtant by the 
Act of ſuſpenſion and ſeizure ; for the 
Suſpenſion of Merchants is, in Fact, 
an Act of Bankruptcy : Eſpecially 
when it is attended with the ſeizure 


of all their PROPERTY and 


Concerns. 


My Lords, from this hoſtile, un- 
merited and cruel Event the Company 


would, I believe, never have been able 


to recover; nor would the Nation eafily 
have recovered from the Shock with 
which ſuch an AQ of Bankruptcy 
would have convulſed the Nation, and 


endangered PUBLIC CREDIT. 


Such a ſtrong Meaſure of Injuſtice 


and Deſpotiſm, without Example in 
this 


( 56 ) 

this Country, and perhaps unparalle!- 
led in abſolute Governments, is mani- 
feſtly ſubverſive of the Rights and 
Property of the Eaft India Company, 
and of the glorious Conſtitution of a 
free People. Such was, nevertheleſs, 
the horrid principle and the fatal Ten- 
dency of Mr. Fox's India Bill: A Mea- 
fare of Impolicy and Rapacity which, 

I am confident; your Lordſhips will 
admit is not to be defended on any 
Principle of either Juſtice or Neceſ- 
ſity. Noble 3 diſtinguiſhed for 
Wiſdom and Virtue, will not, I am 
ſure, think that ſuch a daring Vio- 
lation of every Thing ſacred to a free 
People, is an Act of national juſtice. 


Nor will the higheſt Tribunal of the 
Nation 


Enn ; 
Nation think there was any Neceſſity 
for ſo ſtrong a Meaſure that deſtroys 
every Idea of Right and parliamentary 
Security, and defeats. the very End it 
is intended by. the Legiſlature to pro- 
mote; by producing the greateſt Con- 
fuſion 4 Miſchief without the Poſ- 
ſibility of doing the leaſt Good, either 
to the Company or the Nation. 


'Vergly 7 Try 
There was ſomething ſo glaringly 


unjuſt, and, at the fame Time, ſo 
cruel in ſuch an exerciſe of br, 
that the Nation wers ſhocked at it, 
and both the Public and the Company, 
with one conſent, broke ES in 2 
tion and cenſure. Hence the Reprobation 
of the Bill of 1 78 351 the * and me- 


tr 


658) 

rited Diſgrace of the Author, the diſ- 
ſolution of a Parliament attached to 
ſuch a Man and to ſuch a Meaſure, and 
the fortunate adoption of that of 1784 ! 
And hence our hairs-breadth eſcape and 
happy Emancipation, and the ſubſe- 
quent Bleſſings of Mr. Pitt's Admi- 
niſtration ! | oo nc 

My Lords, the only plauſible Fea- 
ture in Mr. Fox's 33 Bill, a de- 
ſeription by much too . 18 ite 
lodging the Power of Superintendency 
and Controul with the Houſe of 
Commons, inſtead of the POET is 
under an Idea that ſuch extraordi- 
nary Powers are ſafer with the De- 


mocratic 


(39) 
mocratic Authority than with the Ex- 
8 ecutive Power: But this plauſible 


Defence of a violent Meaſure is viſi- 
onary and deluſive, and therefore fit only 
for the weakeſt Underſtandings that 


are caught by the Shadow of Patri- 
oti{m. Such Men, who are eaſily _ 
ceived .by falſe Appearances, ſhould 
be informed that no Part of the Con- 
ſtitution, or Legiſlature, but the Ari- 
ſtocracy can act udicialy ; 3 nor has 
any but the Crown an executive Au- 
| thority. A controulin g Power lod ged | 
with the Democracy, or a Commiſſion 
ſubject to the Houſe of Commons, is 
a monſtrous Abſurdity, big with Con- 
. fuſion and Miſchief, | 


- 
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When we conſider that Miniſters 


are Servants of the Crown, which the 


Conſtitution has, with great Wiſdom, 
inveſted with the executive Authority. 
and not Servants of the People, we 
can hardly conceive a greater Soleciſm 
than a miniſterial a of Con- 
troul independent of the Crown, | and 
ſubject to the popular Part of the Le- 
giſlature. And yet, my Lords, 4 
was evidently the ſtrange Syſtem of 
Mr. Fox. Being Author of the Bill, and 
his Directors being irremovable by the 
Crown for Four Years (while the great 
Chatham, like his illuſtrious Son, was 
fixed in the Seat of Power only during 
the Royal pleaſure) it would have 


thrown 


1 


throw ſuch a tide of Influence, and 


ſuch a weight of Power into the Hands 
of Mr. Fox's Adminiſtration, inde- p 
pendent of the Crown, that they too 
would have been irremoveable by his 
Majeſty, whoſe Prerogative being ab- 
ſorbed by their Patronage and Influence, 
inſtead of permitting the Crown to 
name the executive Power, as the Con- 
F - ſtitution requires, Mr. Fox would have 
1 become Independent of the Sovereign 
for a new Period, Which might have 
been renewed again and again whhout 
any limitation of Time, rendering, by 
his Ambition and Deſpotiſm, the Le- 
giſlature Felo de ſe, and making the 
Crown ſign the Death Warrant of 
it's Prerogative and of the People's Li- 


berties. 


* — — — 
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It is aſtoniſhing and hardly to be | 


| believed by Poſterity, that Mr. Fox, 
intoxicated with Ambition and Power, 


ſhould attempt to create a ſovereign 


Miniſterial Authority, independent of 
the Crown that raiſed him to Power. 
It is indeed ſtrange that a miniſterial 


or executive Power, which 1s the con- 


ſtitutional Prerogative of the Crown 


(the wiſeſt Barrier and greateſt Secu · 


rity of the Conſtitution) ſhould, like 
the Treachery of an Uſ rer, attempt 
to abſorb the Prerogative of it's Cre- 
ator, by Independency and ſuperior 
Influence ! And yet ſuch Was Cer- 
tainly the bold Aim of Mr. Fox, by 
deceiving the People to undermine the 


3 Crown 


| (. 63; * 
Crown 1 to create in his Party 2 
Power of Controul, amounting to ſo 
great an aſcendency over the Regal and 
Parliamentary Authorities of the State, 
as to create a Supremacy unknown to 


the Government of this Country. 


— 


What, my Lords, could be the In- l 
tention of Mr. Fox, in bringing in a 
"Bill ſo degrading to the Crown, ſo in- 
ſulting to the Parliament, ſo humili- 
ating and oppreſſive to the Eaſt India 
Company, and fo alarming to the People, 
by plunging a Dagger in the Bowels of 


their Conſtitution ? Was it a Meaſure of 


Ambition or Folly, or both, to bring 
in a Bill that would have ſwept away 
our deareſt Rights, our Property, and 


our 


( 64 ) 
our Conſtitution? It is manifeſt, ny 
Lords, that his mention, in bringing 

in a Bill that would have produced 
ſuch Ang Effects upon Trade, 


upon Public Credit, upon the Con- 
ſtitution of this Government, and the 
| very Exiſtence of the Nation, was a 
| + Deſign of unparallelled Ambition and 
Folly, to create an Authority equally 
independent of the Crown,of the People, 
and alfo of the Parliament, by vaſt Pa- 
tronage and Aſcendancy, and to perpe- 
tuate himſelf- on the high Throne of 
Deſpotiſm. A power truly alarming in 
a free State, in WEL it would be Mad- 
neſs to give ſuch Authority to a Party, 
while, from the Nature of our Conſti- 
tution, and the Value of the privileges 


we 


7 
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we enjoy under it, the people are nat u- 


rally jealous af the Influence of the 


Crown. 


My Lords, by a Meaſure ſo ſtrange, 
the Order of Things 1s confounded, and 
the Wiſdom of the Conſtitution de- 
feated. It 1s difficult to 3 which 
is greateſt, the Abſurdity of Mr. Fox's 
Bill, to gain Popularity, or the Cee 
and Miſchief it would produce, both 
from the Violins offered to the Eaſt- 
India Company and the Conſtitution, 
andit's Injuſtice to the Crown, to which 


alone the executive Power belongs. 


That the executive Authority belong 
3 to the Sovereign will not be de- 


nied; 


— ES» 
nied ; and that it cannot be in any other 


Hands without endangering our excel- 


lent Conſtitution, will alſo be admitted. 
Indeed the intire Poſſeſſion of chat Au- 
thority, by the Crown, is ſo neceſſary to 
the Government * | this country; that 
no Part of it can be lodged any where 
elſe, without b the Foundation, 
and endangering the noble Fabric of our 


Conſtituticn. 


— 


An excellent foreign Writer, upon our 


admired Form of Government, finely 
obſerves, that if the unforeſeen Ope- 
mY ration of ſome new Regulation made to 
reſtrain the Royal Prerogative, or thro? 
ſome ſ udden Revolution, or the Aſcendency 
of Party, any particular Body or Claſſes 
5 gr ( 
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of Individuals were ever to acquire-a 
perſonal independent Share in the Exer - 
ciſe of the governing Authority, we 
ſhould behold the Virtue and Patriotiſm 
of the Legiſlators and great Men, im- 
mediately ceaſe with it's Cauſe ; and 
Ariſtocracy, as if it were watchful of the 
Opportunity, burſt out at once, and 
ſpread itſelf over the Kingdom,“ a Terror 
to the regal and democratic Powers of 
the State, to overthrow the conſtitutional 
Prerogative of the Crown, and the Li- 
berties of the People, which muſt fall a 
Sacrifice when the juſt Prerogative of 
the Sovereign is ind by placing the 
Executive Power in any other Hands 
than where the Conſtitution has wiſely 


placed it. 


This 


( 68 ). L 


This ſets in a ſtrong and clear light 


the very great and fatal Danger of tranſ- 
ferring any Part of the power which 
ought to be entirely veſted in the crown, 
to any PARTY or Order of Men in 
the State. And if the transferring any 
Part be attended with ſuch Danger ind 
Fatality, how great would be the Ca- 
lamity of transferring fo oreat a Part as 
that which was aimed at by Mr. Fox's 
India Bill of 1783, which went to per- 
petuate his Adminiſtration, to create a 
fourth Order in the State, ſuperior to the 
other three, that is, poſſeſſing ſuch Aſ- 
cendency as would direct and controul 
the other n and abſorb the Authori- 
ties of the Conftitution, to place him on 


the 


7 
* 
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theThroneof Deſpotiſm, PERPETUAL, 
DICTATOR, with more thanSovereign 


Authority, having nothing*to check, as 


a limited Monarch has, the Careęr of his 


unbounded Ambition. 


God forbid the Eaſt lade Bill, ſuble- 8 
quently brought into Parliament by 
Mr. Pitt, ſhould be half ſo bad as the 
MONSTER I have juſt deſcribed ! God 


forbid it ſhould have any -re/emblance to 


it either in Principle or Tendeney ! 


Indeed, if we reflect ſeriouſly and with 
Candor on the Principle of that of I 784. 
(which at firſt we incline to condemn 
and perhaps to abhor, as a violent Exer- 
tion of Government, ſubverſiye of the 
3308 Rights 
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Rights of Individuals, and the Conſti- 
tution of this Country) it will, I believe, 
clearly appear to be a Principle of the 
greateſt Juſtice and the ſoundeſt Policy ; 
founded on Penetration, Foreſight, Pre- 
vention, Liberality, and every thing that 
Wiſdom and Virtue require, in regard 
both to the Company and the Nation 


at large, 


For Inſtance: The Company, by milie 
tary and political Purſuits, incompatible 
with the Nature and deſign of their 
Charter and the Character of Merchants, 
"Fl gone lengths which require great 
Circumſpection, and powerful Aſſiſtance 
to prevent the Loſs of their great em - 
mercial Objects, by impolitic and hazars 

dous 


( 90-3 
dous Purſuits after extenſive territorial 
Acquiſitions, which are ſo incompatible 
with Trade, and ſo repugnant to the 
Policy of every Government: For military 
Merchants and Sovereign Subjects art 
Ideas ſo truly abſurd, and an Exiſtence 
ſo very impolitic, as to reflect highly 
on the Government that permits ſuch a 


dangerous Soleciſm in Politics. 


My Lords, the preſent able, patriotic 
and active Adeninilication finding this to 
þe the difficult and hazardous Situation 
of Things with the Britiſh Eaſt India 
Company, they, with a Spirit and public 
Virtue which would have done Honor 
to the great Lord Chatham, wiſely de- 
termined, both for political and commer- 


cia 
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cial Purpoſes, to fly to the Aſſiſtance of 
the greateſt Company of Merchants in 
| the World, in whoſe Fate the N ation 18 


0 greatly intereſted; and Mr. PIT T, like 
- the Interpoſition of Providence, with a 
patriotic Spirit equal to that of his illuſ- 
| "» trious Father, reſolved to protect our 
Wy valuable Trade and important Poſſeſſions 
in the Eaſt Indies. And as the young 
| but able and active Miniſter virtuouſly 
; conceived a dreteting 3 ſo he 
g wiſely and expeditiouſly | carried Trot ex- 
ecution ſo noble a Deſign, with that 
Confidence and Courage which his 
Friend Horace ſays, raiſed Hercules to 
the Gods, and Auguſtus to the Head of 
the Roman Republic; by a Bull to ſuper+ 


intend 


(*f3 

intend and controul remote and exten- 
ſive Dominions, which either Impolicy 
or Incapacity had, by vaſt extent of 


Conqueſt, endangered. 


Here, my Lords, it „ eviduns to a De- 
monſtration, that the Intention is truly 
patriotic ; the Deſign . and wenthy 
of a great Nation ; and the Meaſure to 
be purſued, for the Execution, 4 cir- 
cumſpect as the Conſtitution requires, 


and as the Nature of a Bill of ſuch Ex- 


tent and Utility will admit. 


My Lords, this pratecting Bill of Mr. 
PITT, is certainly more natural and 
conſtitutional, and more liberal then 
the ſuſpending Bill of Mr, FOX, which 
4 by 


1 


by graſping at all, contrary to the ſacrec 
and fundamental Principles of the Con- 
ſtitution, was to have eſtabliſhed a Com- 
miſſion of Violence to ſcize ſuddenly, 
like the Hand of Death, the WHOLE 
of the Company's commercial and poli- 
tical Authority and Property, and render 
the United Merchants trading to the 
Eaſt Indies BANK RUP TS: For it is 
manifeſt, my Lords, even to an ordinary 
Capacity, that ſuch a terrible Event 
muft have been the unhappy Conſe- 
quence of ſo arbitrary and raſh a Mea- 
ſure as the Bill brought in by Mr. FOX 
to ſuſpend all the Powers of the Direc- 
tors, commercial as well as political, 


which would have been an Act of mi- 
niſterial 


( 75s ) 
niſterial Deſpotiſm, of legiſlative Folly, 


and of national Lunacy, 


My Lords, it was really a mad 
Deſign, in which it is difficult to FRY 
mine hate the State Jugglers 
are to be blamed moſt for the grofleſt 
Ignorance of the Intereſt of a great 
trading Nation, or for the gyranny of the 
Principle,. which would have been as 
deſtructive to the Body politic as the 
Peſtilence is to the Body natural: For 
they would have ſeized the whole pa- 
tronage of the Army, the whole political 

concerns of the Company, and the hole 
of their commercial and territorial Pro- 
perty, without a ſingle Check to reſtrain 
their Power and Rapacity, 


; # There | 


Cor. 

There is, my Lords, great Virtue in 
the Principle of Mr. PITT's India Bill 
that, like tlie Bleſſings of en in- 
terpoſes not raſhly, wantonly and rapa- 
ciouſſy like that of Mr. FOX, but 
mildly ind generouſly from the great 
Motives of abſolute Neceſſity and ſound 
Pee for the earlieſt and moſt effec- 
tual Aſſiſtance, Security and Proſperity 
of the Corhpany : And there is great 
IWiſdom, my Lords, in a fipaiatnifice 
and controuling Power of Government 
(the only conſtitutional executive Au- 
thority) that, by the mildeſt and moſt 
natural means, preſerves the SOURCE 
of that ſecurity and proſperity, to pro- 
| mote eſſentially the great e 


and 
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and political Purpoſes of the greateſt 


Maritime Nation in the World, 


A ſuperintending and controuling 
Power, in ſuch a Caſe of abſolute ne- 
ceflity and prevention, is far, very far 
indeed, from being what ſome Men are 
pleaſed, for party rape to call it, a 
Monſtrum horrendum. That Idea applies 
only to the Bill of Mr, F ox, which was 
a ſweeping Meaſure, actually deſigned 
to Aden all the powers of the Court of 
Directors, and, by laying rapacious hands 
on all the vaſt Property of Merchants, 
to aboliſh a Company of the greateſt 
conſequence to the Nation. An Event 
which would kin | val the terrible 
Effect of ſuppreſſing and diflolying the 

greateſt 


1 


greateſt and moſt important Society of 
Merchants in the World; and the hor- 
rid Conſequence of not only making 
them Bankrupts, and convulſing the 
public Credit of the N ation, but that of 
ſeizing and ſecuring, as I have ſhewn, 
the commercial as well as the territo- 


rial Property of the Company. 


My Lords, violently to deſtroy their 
Rights, and wantonly to ſeize their 
Property too, is indeed a ſtrong Meaſure 
for a free State : A Meaſure more unjuſt, 
violent, and arbitrary, than is perhaps 
to be found in the Conduct of the moſt 


abſolute Government, and of the greateſt 


Tyrant ! 


My 
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My Lords, the intelligent, candid and 
liberal Mind will, upon due confideration, 
find that the Principle of Mr. PIT'T”s 
India Bill, which his enemies, obviouſly 
for party reaſons, affect to condemn, is 
founded on the ſubſtantial Juſtice and 
national Virtue which ſo eminently diſ- 
tinguiſhed that great Stateſman Lord 
Chatham. It is, my Lords, the equita- 
ble Principle and conſtant Practice of 
a commercial People, to ſubmit chear- 
fully to the Superintendency and con- 
troul of Friends that aſſiſt them in caſes 


of great Difficulty and Importance. 


Thoſe Men who are alarmed, or affect 
to be alarmed, for it is a mere Pretence, 


and 
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and Trick of Party, at a Meafure of 
Government that interferes ahh the 
Affairs of Merchants, ſhould conſider 
that their Affairs and their Directors 
abſolutely required the Protection of the 
powerful and foſtering hand of the 
Executive wor ; whole regard for the 
Conſtitution, and the Rights and Pro- 
perty of the Company is manifeſt by 
the preſent Miniſters interfering only | 
in the military and political Depart- 
ment which greatly concerns the Na- 

tion; leaving a all the 
commerical Concerns of the United 
Merchants trading to the Eaſt Indies ; 


not interfering with their Commerce, 


any more than as was required by 


the Directors, and as may be abſolutely 
| neceſſary 


088 1 
neceflary for the Preſervation, Proſ- 
perity, and Security of a great Com- 
pany, in whoſe Fate the national 
Wealth, Strength and Credit are f 
much concerned as to merit and receive 
the earlieſt Protection, and the moſt 


effectual Aſſiſtance of Government. 


7-0 


My Lords, the Idea of Government's 
controuling the military and political 
Affairs of the Eaſt India Company, and 
takin . all 41 territorial Revenues under 
their Management, (as the natural and 
neceſſary Conſequence of Superinten- 
dency) ſeems, at firſt, to a people tena- 
cious of their Rights, and commendably 
jealous of the Crown, to ſtrike our 
Minds with Ideas of Injuſtice . 


Terror; 
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Terror; from an Apprehenſion of it's 
being arbitrary in its nature and alarm- 
ing in it's Conſequences: But, my 
Lords, ſuch Fears are abſolutely ground- 
leſs: Nothing is ſo natural as for Go- 
vernment to ſecure Poſſeſſions of ſuch 
national Conſequence : Nothing fo Juſt 
as this Principle of ſound Policy in 
the Executive Authority of the Nation, 
which 1s veſted, bs the Conftitution in 
the Crown, * the great and neceſſary 
Purpoſes of the Kingdom. Nor, my 
Lords, can any thing be ſo mild and 
happy in it's "—D— as a Meaſure 
of Neceflity, which Virtue inſpires and 
Wiſdom animates, to prevent all the 


| Miſchief dreaded, and to promote. all 


the 


(3: 
the Good expected from ſuch remote 


and extenſive territorial Poſſeſſions. 


A glorious Inſtance of this 18 to be 
found in the very able and ſpirited | 
Conduct of the Board of Superinten- 
dency, Direction and Controul, by 
whoſe judicious Management a Benefit 
of One Million and an Half per FX 
num, has ariſen, beſides other great 
Advantages to the N ation, by pre- 
ſerving the territorial Poſſeſſions; and 
to the Company, by promoting the 
territorial Revenues, and ſecuring, from 
rapacious Hands, the SURPLUS, 
which is the capital Stock of the 
Company, and which, happily for the 


Proprietors as well as the Nation, is 
M reſcued 
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reſcued from the Danger 6f Rapine 
and Diſſolution, and placed under the 
Protection of ſuch honeſt Hands as 
Mr. Pitt's. 


My Lords, one Obſervation had 
nearly eſcaped me, as I believe it has 
every Writer and Speaker upon the 
Subject, although it pleads forcibly 
in Favour of the Interpoſition of Go» 
vernment : It is this; and I beg your 
Lordfhip's particular Attention, as I 
think it proves more than Volumes 
written upon the Subject. If it 
would be improper and alarming for 
Miniſters to interfere with the Con- 
cerns of individual Merchants in a free 


State, the Caſe is very different in 


regard 


( - bs, ) 

regard. to the United Merchants tra- 
ding by Charter to the Eaſt Indies 
from the Authority and under the Con- 
troul of the Legiſlature. As their ex- 


cluſive Privileges of Trade are granted 
for their Advantage only as far as 
may be conſiſtent - with the public 
good, ſo the Executive Power of the 
Nation has 2 natural, that is, a con- 
ſtitutional and undoubted Right to 
watch the Operation of their Charter 
and to interpoſe, when Neceſſity re- 
quires, as the a of the Na- 
tion's welfare, and as the Conſtitu- 
tional Protector of the Company: Ex- 
eluſive of a Participation in their Ad- 
vantages, which conſtitutes a Right 


of Enquiry. 
. This 
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This conſtitutional Interpoſition of 
Gonna Char I contend that there | 
is neceſſarily lodged with the freeſt 
Governments, a Power of Superinten- 
dency and ene! over their Sub- 
jects in all Caſes, Commercial as well 
as Political, that affect the State to 
which they belong) when the Ne- 
ceſſity of the Caſe requires it, and 
when it is, as in the preſent In- 
ſtance, exerciſed, not raſhly to gra- 
tify the Ambition cf Party, as in Mr. 
Fox's Caſe, but judiciouſly for the 
public good, is equally an Act of Juſ- 
tice to the Company, and of ſound 


Policy in regard to the Nation. It is 


then ſo far from being an Invaſion 


af: 
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of Rights and Property, and a Vio- 


lation of the Conſtitution, that it tends, _ 


with the Virtue of Patriotiſm and 


the Wiſdom of Legiſlatxe, happily 


to promote the former and to pre- 


ſerve the latter, which are the great, 


the glorious Objects of Government 


in a free State. 


My Lords, Chartered Rights are not 
natural, independent and unalienable 
Rights, but ſuch as are ſubje& to the 
creative Power of the Legiſlature as in- 
deed all Acts are, and conſequently to 
the Executive Authority which, though 
the Prerogative of the Crown is, never- 
theleſs, the Repreſentative of the whole 


Legiſlatdn. % 
N As 


LOH. 
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As all 2 are made with a view 
to the general Advantage and Security 
of the Nation, fo all Charters are BY 
preſſed or implied to be granted con- 
ditianally, and therefore ſubject to Par- 
hamentary alteration when they are 
found to have a different tendency, 
Acts of legiſlation are both proſpective 
and reiroſpective: Looking forwards to 
the public Intereſt and Security; and 
backwoods to judge by the operation, 
hav far they have that happy ten- 
dency ; and when,. as in 4 preſent 
Caſe of the Company, they exceed the 
original 2 or operate againſt the 
public good, they may be brought back 
to the condition which ſubſtantial Juſ- 


tice and ſound Policy require, 
My 


a, 
My Lords, we have been FP 
with a Torrent of Language from Oppo- 
ſition which (like the inundation of 
great Rivers that waſh away the Far- 
'mer's Toil and ſterilize the Land) prove 
little more than the Paſſions of ſome 
Men, and the Prejudices of others, 
The Compact between the Legiſlature 
and the United Merchants trading to 
the Eaſt Indies is not, as Mr. Flood 
contends, of the nature of a Leaſe in 
which the Legiſlature is Landlord and 
the Company Tenant. A Leaſe is a 
pofitive and unalterable Agreement ex- 


A 


Charter is a conditional Compact to 


cept by mutual Conſent. 


be. altered as its operation, or the cir- 


cumſtances 
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cumſtances of the Nation, that is, the 


Salus Populi require. Every thing 


granted by the Legiſlature is ſubject 
to the Power that created it, and 
muſt yield to the great Object of 9 
public Utility for which it is cre- 
ated. Hence the greateſt Patriots, 
have never Held that Charters pre- 
66 Judicial to the Intereſt of the N a- 
& tion that granted them, were to 
&« be conſidered as ſacred, and ſuffered 
4 to remain unalterable.” The ableſt 
and beſt men have conſtantly aſſerted, 
like Mr. Pitt, that „ they, were al- 
ce terable as their Operation and the 
public Welfare required, but not 
to be capriciouſly or wantonly vio- 


6 lated 
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« Jated and unneceffarily deſtroyed up» 
*« on light occaſions, or without a 
degree of Neceſſity equal to the 
«© Extent of the violation,” or ler of 
the alteration, for whatever public Neceſ- 
ſity or the Salus Populi alters for the 
better, is not a Violation, but a Me- 


lioration. 


To return to the equitable and happy 
Principle of Mr. Pitt's Conduct in regard 
to the Eaſt Indies, it 1s evident, as I 
have clearly ſhit that the Miniſter, 
with a Moderation and regard to the 
Conſtitution peculiar to himſelf, and 
to that great Stateſman his Father, 
( who like the Son, was the pride 


of this Country and the admiration of 
N other 


4 . 
other Nations) has acted upon the 


f mild Principle and conſtant Practice 


of a trading People. In commercial 


Caſes, My Lords, a Security for Aſ- 
ſiſtance require a Superintendency and 
Controul, words which imply the Ma- 
nagement and application of all Revenues. 


Were they not totally ſubject to that con- 


trouling Power, the Security and Autho- 
rity would be viſionary, and bereft of 
the Ability to promote the great purpo- 
ſes for which the Superintendency 1s 


e. 


In the preſent political Caſe, Mr. 
Pitt has religiouſly adhered to this 
Principle of Reaſon, of Juſtice, and 


{ound Policy. | 
My 


C8) 
My Lords, what has manifeſtly been 
the avowed Objects of the Miniſter, in 


framing the Act of 1784? Take his 
own Words, which ſhould be written 
in Characters of Gold. The principal 
„one was to take from the Company 
the entire Management of the terri- 
« torial Poſſeſſions, and the political 
„Government of the Country. The 
other was to leave to the Company 
« the Direction of all the commercial 


& Concerns and Arran gements.“ 


My Lords, can any Thing be wiſer, 


viewed commercially and politically, 
than a Bill founded on theſe two Objects? 
The Preſervation of thoſe vaſt Poſſeſ- 


ſions, and the Dignity and Intereſt of the 
Nation 
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Nation require the firſt great Object; 
and the Faith of Parliament pledged to 

the Company requires the other, for the 
Preſervation of their Chartered Rights, 
or excluſiye Privileges of Trade to the 
Eaſt Indies. The firſt, Mr. Pitt has too 
much Wiſdom not to ſecure, and the. 
latter he has too much 3 ever to 
violate. And ſince the firſt great Object 
of the Miniſter is as wiſe as the other 
is virtuous, is it poſſible that any 
« Man can be abſurd mough to imagine 
that the Board of Controul over the 
„“ political Affairs of India, ſhould be 
+ made reſponſible to the Nation, and 
at the ſame Time deprived of the 


& Sinews of War, or the Reyenues of | 


the 


11 


c the territorial Poſſeſſions, for the 
« Means of Defence, Security, and 
40 Proſperity ?” The Idea is monſtrous. 
It is an Abſurdity in Terms, unworthy 
of the Torrent of Language beſtowed 


upon it. 


My Lords, it was diſputed, whether 
the Board had any right of Controul and 
Direction over the Revenue? But with 
what colour of Reaſon could it be con- 
tended that Parliament, ſeeing the Ne- 
ceſſity of protecting the Poſſeſſions, 
would leave the REVENUE, which is 
the greateſt Object of them, in the Hands 

of the Company, who have been declared 
incapable of governing the one, and of 
being intruſted with the other? Parlia- 


ment 
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ment had wiſely and indeed neceſſarily, 


by controuling the Poſſeſſions, given a 


Power of Direction over the REVENUES 
ariſing from them; not to abſorb them 
totally, by a deſpotic and wanton Appli- 
cation, but to apply them judiciouſly as 
far as the Defence and Security of thoſe 
territorial Acquiſitions require, leaving 


the SURPLUS for the commercial In- 


veſtments of the Company as their 


Capital Stock. 


The Board of Direction and Controul, 
faithful to their Country, as Guardians 
of the territorial Acquiſitions, and equally 
faithful to the Company, as the Guar- 
dians of their Capital Stock, have, with 


extraordinary Abilities and Application, 


proceeded 


(09) 
proceeded to reduce the enormous Eſta- 
bliſhments in India, and conſiderable 
Reductions have long ſince taken place. 
And ſo active has the Board been, and 
ſo meritorious their Conduct, that the 
Difference ariſing to the Benefit of the 
Country, by the interpoſition of the 
Board of Controul, was, by the Teſti- 
mony of Mr. Pitt himſelf, no leſs than 
One Million and a Half per Annum, 
which for ſeven Years, from 1784 to 
1791 the end of their Charter, will make 
TEN MILLIONS AND: A HALF, 
beſides the happy conſequences which 
are of greater Value to the Nation and to 


the Company. 
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What a wonderful | Exertion of Go- 


vernment 1n a Caſe of the utmoſt Con- 
fuſion and Difficulty! What an aſto- 
niſhing Proof of Talents, Virtue and 
Application in Mr.Pitt's Adminiſtration ! 
And how great are the Obligations of 
the Company for Protection that has 
abſolutely produced theſe glorious 
Effects! Effects which have accelerated 
the beſt Purpoſes of the Company, con- 
ſiderably increaſed their Revenues, and 


ſecured a SURPLUS for their Inveſt- 


ments, which would have been nearly 


or totally abſorbed by the Folly and 


Rapacity of their Servants, leaving the 
deluded Proprietors in a State | of In- 


ſolvency. 


This 
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This being the Caſe, and ſuch being 
the abſolute Neceſſity of the Caſe, was 
it likely that the Parliament, having 
wiſely provided for the better Manage- 
ment of the military and political Con- 


cerns of the Company, they would 
leave the REVENUE, which is the 


principal Object, in a looſe and neg- 
ligent Manner? Was it posſible that 
when a Power of Controul was ſo ne- 
ceſſarily given over their Poſſesſions, the 
Virtue of Miniſters and the Wiſdom of 
Parliament could leave the 1 
Revenues without Controul? It was 
imposſible that ſuch an Idea could have 
been adopted; ſince the one follows as 


the neceſſary Conſequence of the other, 
0 like 


C noo } 
like Cauſe and Effect. The Court of 


& Directors would doubtlefs, as Mr. 
Pitt has ſhrewdly obſerved, © if they 
had it in their Power, at the expiration 
of their Charter, and when at leaſt a 
Doubt might reaſonably be entertained, 
„ whether it would again be granted them, 
make it the firſt Object of their At- 
tent ion to {well their Inveſtment,” as 
their laſt Effort, and neglect the Care 
of the territorial and political state of 
& India, in which this Country is moſt 
% materially intereſted ?” An Event 
that would endanger our poſseſſions and 
greatly affect the political and commer- 


cial Intereſts of this Nation. 


It cannot then be a Doubt but that, 


for the beſt Purpoſes of the Company, 
; | and 
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and for the wiſeſt Purpoſes of the State, 


the Legiſlature gave a Power of Superin- 
tendency and Direction to the Board of 
Controuł over all the territorial Affairs 
of the Eaſt-Indies, annexing thereto, as 
a natural and neceflary Conſequence, . 
full Power vs the Revenues of thoſe 
Poſſeſſions, not to be exerciſed wantonly | | 
or capriciouſiy, but to be checked by 

the Duty they owe to their Country, in 

the Protection and Seeurity of the 

Aſiatic Acquiſitions, and by the 2 | 

they owe to the Company to promote 
the SURPLUS, and to ſecure it as their 
Capital Stock for their commercial In- 


veſtments. 
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My Lords, this is ſo clear, and the 
merit of doing ſo much ſervice to the 
Company and to the Nation is ſo great, 
that we cannot ſufficiently admire the 
Virtue of the Miniſtry in ſuggeſting 
ſuch a Meaſure as Mr. Pitt's Bill of 
1784, the Wiſdom of Parliament in 
adopting it, and the Merit of Mr. 
DUN D A8, and the reſt of the Commiſ- 
ſioners of the Board of Controul in ex- 
ecuting it, conſiſtent with the Virtue of 
the former and the Willow of the 


latter. 


A noble and learned Earl, diſtin- 

guiſhed in his Majeſty's Councils, has 
therefore obſerved, very clearly and ably, 
that he was ſo far from doubting that the 


Board of Controul had a right to apply 
= the 


2 
the REVENUES of the Britiſh terri- 
torial Poſſeſſions in India to their Pro- 
| tection, Security and Defence; that he 
held it to be their firſt Duty, and if they 
were to ſacrifice that importanr Object 
to the Purchaſe of a ſingle Inveſtment, 
or any commercial Concern whatever 
(which are ſecondary Conſiderations) 
they would be guilty of a High Crime 
and Miſdemeanor, and deſerve either 
Diſmisſion and Reprehenſion for Inca- 
pacity, or Impeachment for Treachery 


to their Country, 


I am happy, my Lords, extremely 
happy indeed, as a great national Object, 
to ſay, without fear of Contradiction, 


that Mr. Pitt's India Bill is founded on 
the 


( 104 ) 


the clear and equitable Principle and 
the conſtant Practice of a trading and 
free People. It is a Power of neceſſary 
Superintendency and of wiſe Controul, 
eſtabliſhed not wantonly, raſhly, and 
rapaciouſly, like that of Mr. For, but 


judiciouſly to do. a great deal of Good as 
it has already done, by the Teſtimony of 
the Directors. themſelves, without a 
posſibility of doing any Miſchief J * 
it does not interfere with the commercial 
Department of the Company neceſſary 
for the Management and Proſperity of 
their 3 Privileges of Trade, ſe- 
cured to them by Charter, which is en- 
tire ly left as formerly, ad as it ought 
to. be, upon the Faith of Parliament, to 


the Court of Directors, thereby with 


a virtue 


Toy > 
a Virtue that does Mr. Pitt ſo much 
Honor, happily preſerving the Nature, 
the whole Deſign and full Extent 
of the Company's Charter hath ME 
Fox's Bill went to ſuſpend and deſtroy. 


Recapitulation and Concluſion. 


THE Principle and Tendency of 
Mr. Fox's Bill, and that of Mr. Pitt, 
being fully and fairly ſtated, the Can- 
cluſion is as clear as any mathematical 
© Demonſtration. The Compariſon which 
Truth and Juſtice inſpire, without a 
Tincture of Malice or political preju- 


dice, which are Motives unworthy of 


Britons the Compariſon, I fay, 


between 


1 


between the two India Bills brought 
into Parliament ſhews, in the darkeſt 
and moſt . Light the Attempt 
(which thank | God was happily de- 
feated) of the Ex-Miniſter to eſtabliſh 
2 Commiſſion to ſuſpend the Directors, 
and to ſeize all the Property of the 
Company, which would have made it 
a Bankrupt, convulſed the Nation, and 
given a terrible Shock to PUBLIC 
CREDIT. And that ſtrange Commiſ- 
ſion, which would have been a Com- 
miſſion of Lunacy, was to have been 
executed by a few of the warmeſt Par- 
tizans of Mr. Fox, ſubject to the 
controuling Power of the Houſe of 
Commons: An Idea of great Abſurdity | 


and infinite Danger; fince the Commons 


cannot 


( 17 . 
cannot be either an executive or a judi- 
cial Power. The only executive Power 
of the Nation is happily lodged with 
the Crown, by the Conſtitution, and 
therefore the controuling Power te- 
bliſhed by the Legiſlature over the mi- 
| litary and political concerns of the Eaſt 
India Company, in Mr. Pitt's Admini- 
ſtration, is placed, as it ſhould be, in the 
p conſtitutional Hands of the Crown ; 
ſubject, like all the conduct of the exe- 
cutive Power, to the Attention and Con- 
troul of the Legiſlative Authority of 


the Nation. 


The Authority eſtabliſhed by Mr. 
Fox's Bill is, therefore, unnatural and 


P unconſtitutional, 
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* unconfiitutional, and the Att of Suftes- 
fion and Seizure would do all the Miſchief 
to a great Company of Merchants which 
the Legiſlature generouſly intended to 
prevent. It may be truly ſaid, that the 
horrid Principle of that monſtrous Bill, 
(which is founded on an Ignorance of 
the Nature and Intereſt of a trading 
People, and on an unparalleled Abuſe of 
our excellent Conſtitution) went to an 
immediate Event the moſt alarming to 
the Company and to the Kingdom, by 
fuſpending all the Privileges of the Di- 
rectors, and ſeizing all the Property of 
the Company, commercial and terri- 
torial, by a ſudden Act of Violence, 
Deſpotiſm, andOppreſſion; which would | 


have 
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have made the United Merchants trading 
to the Eaſt Indies, Bankrupts; and put 
it out of the Power of the Nation either 
to ſupport their Commerce, or preſerve 
their territorial Acquiſitions, to the great 
Loſs of our political and commercial 
Intereſts, and to the great Advantage of 


France, and our other Rivals. 


My Lords, ſuch is the dark Com- 
plexion of Mr. Fox's India Bill, which 
was indeed a diabolical Attempt to ruin 
the Company, ad endanger the Nation 
by the moſt arbitrary, unjuſt and im- 
politic Meaſure that ever entered the 
Head of a Britiſh Miniſter : a Meafure - 
of great Deſpotiſm, of great Ignorance, 
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and infinite Injuſtice ; ſubje to the I 
greateſt Abuſe and to the moſt fatal 
Conſdqunces, both commercially and 
politically; And as it was a Meaſure of 
great Folly and Fatality, ſo it was an Act 
of great Virtue and Wiſdom in the 
Legiſlature to reject it totally and with 


the ſtrongeſt Marks of Diſapprobation. 


My Lords, when the Minds of the 
enlightened, and candid part of the 
Nation, ever open to Conviction, are 
recovered from the Shock which ſuch 
monſtrous Ideas of Government in a 
free State muſt occaſion, and from the 
indignation natural to an Attempt of | 


Mr. Fox of ſo alarming a N ature ; they 


will naturally contemplate, with Tem- 


— 
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per and Liberality, on the Principle and 
Tendency of Mr. Piit's Bill; which, hap- 
pily for the N ation, and the Company, 
received the hearty Approbation of the 
Legiſlature, and the Court of Directors; 
from the fulleſt conviction of it's Mo- 
deration, it's Wiſdom and Utility in re- 
card both to the welfare of the Eaſt 
India Company and the Dignity * In- 
tereſt of the Kingdom. | 


My Lords, the Contraſt between the 
two Bills is great indeed. The Principles 
are as oppoſite as the Poles, and the Ten- 
dency or Operation as different as any 
two things can poſhibly be. Mr. Pitt's 
Bill being ſubject to the only executive 
Power of the Nation, it prevents the 


miſchief 
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miſchief threateted by the unnatural and 
unconſtitutional Authority of Mr. Fox's 
Commiſſion. It being the only conſtitu- 


tional Power of Controul, that is, the 
only Power that can take an executive! 
part, Mr. Pitt's Bill (upon the Principle 
and conſiailt Pünctioe of a triding. Pro- 
ple) takes the military and political 
Affairs of the Company under the Pro- 
tection of a ſuperintending Power of 
Government (and where can Protection 
be better and more effectually placed 
than under the care of the Executive 
Authority of the Nation, and under the 


Eye of the 3 Legiſlature ?) to con- 


troul the Management, and conſe- 
aq quently, to apply all the territorial Reve- 


nes to ſuch Purpoſes as ſhall appear 
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beſt calculated to promote the wiſe ends 
of the ſaid Superintendence: Firſt pro- 
viding, upon the Principle of all wiſe 
e for the Security and Proſ- 
perity of the Poſſeſſions which produce 
the REVENUE ; and then, with the 
Integrity of a great and generous Nation, 

applying the SURPLUS to the com- 
mercial Purpoſes of the Company, until 
they ſhall, at the Expiration of their 
Charter, become intirely the undoubted 
Property of the Crown, in truſt for the 
Nation. By the SURPLUS is mann 
the clear Profits ariſin 8 from the terri- 
torial Revenues, after defeaviy g the 
Clu and Expences attending military 
and civil Government, which Balance 
of the Produce of the Company's Poſleſ- 


ſions 
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ſions forms the principal if not the ſole 
FUND upon which their Trade with 
India is now carried on. It is, therefore, 
the Company's Capital Stock, and con- 
ſequently the great "REA FM of the 6 
prietors; which I may ſay, without 
fear of Contradiction, cannot be in 
honeſter Hands than Mr. PIT T's, nor 
in abler Hands than thoſe of Mr. 
DUNDAS ; Who, notwithſtanding the 
Sarcaſm of Party, has exerted extraordi- 
nary Talents and infinite Patriotiſm, by 
ſecuring the Poſſeſſions in India, pro- 
moting their Revenue, increaſing the 
Surplus for the Benefit of the Company, 
and fixing our commercial and political 
Intereſts in Aſia upon the happieſt Foun- 
dation. Mr. DUN DAS has acquitted 

5 » himſelf 


0 org ) 
himſelf, in u Hits 88 Charge of the 


higheſt poſſible Importance, with oreat 
Ability and with oreat Honor, and has 
die fo muth Service 16 itita Country 
politically; and to the Company com- 
mercially, as Chairman of the Board of 
Controul, that the Right Honorable 
Gentleman really has infinite Merit. It 
gives me great Pleaſure to have this Op- 
portunity of paying 5 ſmall Tribute to 
the ſplendid Talents, the diſtinguiſhed 
Patriotiſm and indefatigable Exertions of 
the Treaſurer of the N avy, whoſe un- 
paralleled Zeal and eminent Services 
ſhew that no Man 1s better qualified for 
Secretary of State for the Aſiatic Depart- 
ment than HENRY DUN DAS, Eſq. | 


Q_ This 
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This is an unſolicited Tribute to tran- 


ſcendent Merit, which Truth and Juſtice 
| n It 1s not the fulſome Adulation 
of the proſtituted Sycophant, but the 
Teſtimony of a diſintereſted Writer, 
who, though a Stranger to his Perſon, 
has Candor enough to admire his Talents 
and political Principles, and Liberality 


enough to do them Juſtice. 


In this Place I could dwell much upon 
the erthzorial Revenues of India and the 
Conduct of the Board of * and 
with great Credit to er as 
it ſhews the wonderful Interpoſition of 
Providence, through the preſent patriotic 
Miniſters, for the Security and Proſperity 
of the Company, and for the Dignity 


and 
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aud Advantage of he ale. A's 
evident that the Balance'or Sitplus' of 
the territorial Revenues is the Capital 
Stock of the United Merchants trading 
to the Eaſt a it is a moſt fortunate 


ii {}; 
Event that an Object of 00 much Con- 
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ſequence to the Company, as its Foun- 
dation and very Exiſtence, ſhould be 
placed under the Direction and Controul 
of Mr.Pitt's Bill; and that theProprietors 
ſhould, thereby, through the Virtue of 
the Lords, have eſcaped the Fatality of 
2 feveeping Meaſure of Mr. Fox, which 
ak! have ſeized upon every Thing at 
Home and Abroad. It would, as 1 have 
ſhewn, have taken: away all their Rights 
Ry abſorbed all their Property, more 


efetuall than a Commiſi ion of Bank- 


ruptcy, 


þ 
ö 
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rupteg: in which there is ſome Securit ty 


for the Property of Individuals, but in the 


Deſpotiſm, the Folly and Fatality of 


Mr. Fox's Commiſſion, there. was none, | 


1 _ - 1 


The Power, therefore, of DireQion 
and Controul eſtabliſhed by Mr. rie 
Bill over the territorial Revenut, . 
has occalioned the diſplay of lo couch 
Eloquence, Jnficad of being frongly 
objected to by the Company, ſhould 
meet with habe warmeſt Admiration 
and Support, fince it is the happieſt 
Event to the Proprietors by being the 


greateſt Security of their Property. It 


is an Event at which the Proprietors 


ſhould rejoice, fince they are, by the 


Divine Goodneſs, emancipated from the 


} 


SEA 
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horrors of Mr. Fox's Bill, which would 
have ſwept every thing away, and from 
the impolicy of their ani Directors, 

which would have endangered every 
thing; and their Property, their Rights 
and their true Intereſt are fortunately 

placed in the Hands of as upright and 
patriotic a ſet of Miniſters as ever were 


placed over the Affairs of this great 


trading Nation. 


Mr. Pitt's Bill of Direction and Con- 
troul, Iam proud to ſay, is the happieſt 
Meaſure that, under the Circumſtances 
of the Company, could poſſibly be taken 
by the Government of a wiſe Nation, 
to ſave the Company at Home and to 
ſecure their Property Abroad. Of this 

| Truth 
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Truth there cannot beſtronger Evidence 
than the Re-eftabliſhment of is Com- 
pany's Credit by the happy Effects of 
the Commutation Act, and Mr. Dundas's 
unexampled Exertions to ſave One 
Million and a Half Anhually in India, 
fince the Eſtabliſhment of the Board of 
Controul. Theſe great Events, at Home 
and Abroad, are FACTS that even Envy 
and Malice cannot deny, although they 
unjuſtly refuſe a Tribute of Admiration 
to Mr. Pitt's India Bill, which' has ma- 
nifeſtly been the cauſe of ſuch happy 


Conſequences. 


From this mild and ſalutary Opera. 
tion, it will appear (if viewed with 
Temper, Candor and Liberality, and 


not 
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not with the Malice and Injuſtice of 
| Oppoſition) that this natural and neceſ- 
ſary Power of Direction and Controul, 
eſtabliſhed by the Bill of 1784, is nothing 
more than a Security that 1s given in 
all Caſes where great Aſſiſtance 1s 5 
quired, and which the Company have 
required and received of Government. 
It is a neceſſary Act of Prudence and 
Preſervation, founded on the Principle 
and conſtant Practice of all Merchants. 
The Principle is as gentle as it is juſt, 
operating, as it ſhould do, as a Security 
to the Nation, and as a Prowl to 
the Eaſt India Company. It has already 
produced the happieſt Effects in favor of 
the Company as the Directors have 
acknowledged, by raiſing it from per- 


plexity 


11 | 
plexity and danger to wealth, ſplendor | 
and ſecurity beyond any former period 
and the exertions of all former Miniſ- 
ters: And it is calculated to cu 
Conſequences as happy to the Nation as 
it has done to the Company by the 
Commutation Act, which will * 
to be a wonderful Exertion of Virtue 
and Wiſdom in Mr. Pitt's A 
tion, if we judge by the happy Conſe- 
quences and the honorable Teſtimony 


of the Directors themſelves. 


The Public impreſſed with this juſt 
Idea and high Opinion of Mr. Pitt's 
Eaſt India Bill (which may be called a 
Bill of Salvation, Proſperity and Secu- 
rity to the commercial and political * 


tereſts 
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tereſts of the Nation beyond the exer- 
tious of all fem Miniſters, who either 
did not conceive or attend to the vaſt 
exte nt and importance of our Affairs in 
the Eaſt Indies which every day become 

| more intereſting by the progreſs in | 
Avid of native Princes and the Views 
of France and other Nations in Aſia) 
The Public impreſſed, my Lords; with 
a juſt ſenſe of theſe great Objects and 
of the diſtinguiſhed Merit of the Mi- 
niſter who has, with ſo — ability 
and patriotiſm, attended to them, they 
will, in juſtice to the aſtoniſhing Abi- 
lities and the no leſs extraordinary Vir- 
tue of Mr. Pitt, remember that, by this 
great political Exertion he has avoided 
VE: R the 
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the tetrible Precipice of Mr. Fox's Bill, 
by not interfering with the commercial 
Department of the Directors, who 
have not the leaſt reaſon to complain, as 
they loudly and juſtly did of that mon- 
ſtrous Bill, becauſe they are left by Mr. 
PITT in full Poſſeſſion of the Manzge- 
ment of their exchilive Privileges of 
Trade granted by Charter to the Eaſt 
India Company, which are protected 
aſſiſted and rendered proſperous by his 
patriotic and active Adminiſtration, all 
which Mr. Fox, in the moſt arbitrary 
manner, would have | ſuſpended and 


deſtroyed, 


Then let the Paſſions of his few Par- 


tiſans and the Prejudices of his Party 
ſubſide 
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ſubſide to do juſtice to the Eaſt India 


Bill of 1784 brought in and carried 


through Parliament by Mr. PIT T, 
whoſe Wiſdom and Patriotiſm in the 
happy Emancipation of the Company 
from Commercial Difficulties, and in 
the judicious Management of their vaſt 
n Poſſeſſions, to prevent the 
moſt culpable and ruinous miſmanage- 
8 will lead him, like his illuſtrious 
Father, to the Temple of immortal 


Fame, 


It has been ſaid by ſhallow Politi- 


cians, or by Men who are inimical to 


the Succeſs of the preſent active and 
excellent Adminiſtration, that Mr. Pitt's 
Bill of Controul is dangerous, by. giv- 


ing 


E 
ing an alarming addition of Power to 
the Crown, but this is a FALSE 

ALARM. Suppoſing the Poſſeſſions 
were national and the Army Royal, as 
they muſt ſoon be conſtitutionally, the 
Acquiſition of fuch vaſt Poſſeſſions in 
the Eaſt Indies would certainly be a 
great Accesſion of Intereſt * the Exe- 
cutive Power; but the increaſe of Do- 
minions has always been conſidered as 
a Sema of national Wealth and 
Strength, and not as a Cauſe of Jea- 


louſy and Danger. 


Great as was the extent of our Poſ- 
ſesſions in AMERICA, and great the 
Patronage of Government, yet ſuch con- 
ſtitutional and neceflary power lodged 


with 
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with the Crown, was never found, nor 
imagined to be, a dangerous Influence 
in the hands of Miniſters. The ſame 
may be ſaid of our Poſſesſions in ASIA, 
which being ſubject, as the Colonies 
were, to the whole Legiſlature, will 
not, any more than other national De- 
pendencies, become a Source of Miniſ- 
terial Corruption, dangerous to the 
Conſtitution and to the Liberty and 
Property of a free People ; but a great 
ſource of Wealth and Strength to the 
Nation in the hands of fuch an able and 


virtuous Adniiniſtration as Mr. PrT T.. 


With infinite reſpect I cloſe this 
Appeal to the Wiſdom and Virtue of 
the Houſe of Lords, with a Wiſh that 

ariſes 


( 12$ 


ariſes from lond Experience and full 


Conviction : It is a Wiſh, my Lords, 
ex animo, that, while we have Miniſ- 
ters with ſplendid Talents and great 
public Spirit, it may be thought more 
advifeable now thau at an approaching 
period to grant the company a new 
_ Charter, confining the United Mer- 
chants trading to the Eaſt Indies ta 
their excluſive Privileges of Trade only, 
leaving the Directors, in the Words 
of Mr. PITT, “ the ſole Management 
* of all that relates to their Trade; 
and conſequently, annexing to the 
Crown, in truſt for the Nation, all 
their territorial Acquiſitions. My Lords, 
a renewal of their Charter, upon theſe 
two principal conditions, would conſti- 


tutionally 


( 129 ) 
tutionally give to his Majeſty the Go- 
vernment and conſequently the Patron- 
age of India, like the reſt of the Britiſh 


| Dependencies. 


This, my Lords, would require a 
Secretary of State for the Aſiatic De- 
partment, where the Right Honorable 
HENRY DUN DAS, Eſq. now pre- 
ſides with great Ability e Spi- 
rit, and with a ſcrupulous Zeal for the 
Dignity of the Nation, and the true 
Intereſt of the Company almoſt with- 
out Example. Such an Appointment 
from His Majeſty is a Meaſure of the 
greateſt National Utility, and, conſe- 
quently, of the ſoundeſt Policy; as it 
would bring all the Affairs of the Eaſt 

| Indies, 
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Indies, both commercial and political, 
under the protection of Government and 
the cognizance of the Legiſlature which 
is the great conſtitutional Check of the 
Crown. An Event of this ſort, which 
has long been the with of the Nation, 
and conſequently a popular Meaſure, it 
is preſumed is now in the contempla- 
tion of His Majeſty's Miniſters ; be- 
cauſe it is manifeſt that it would be 
productive of the happieſt Conſequences 
at home and abroad, by adding Wealth 
and Strength to the Nation, and giving 
Energy to Government in the Eyes of 
Native Princes and the Powers of Eu- 
rope; and becauſe it is evident that no 
Miniſters can be better qualified than 


the preſent to promote ſo great a Na- 


tional 


(„ 
tional Meaſure as that of placing the 
Commerce and Poſſeſſions of India upon 
ſuch a judicious and permanent footing, 
as ſhall effectually promote the one and 
firmly ſecure this other ; and totally put 
an End to all unbecoming Diſputes be- 
tween the Executiye Power of the Nation 
and the Eaſt India 0 which 
are certainly inconſiſtent with the Views 
and Intereſt of Merchants, and both 
incompatible with and degrading to the 
Dignity of the Nation that grants them 


ſuch excluſive Privileges of Trade. 


Lord North let ſlip the fine Opportu- 
nity of placing the Eaſt India Company 
upon this ſolid Footing, which the 
Nation have long wiſhed, becauſe as 1 


8 have 
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have obſerved, it is evidently the true 
Deſign of a Commercial Charter and the 
true Intereſt of the Country that grants 
it for the Extenſion and Proſperity of 
Trade, and not for Military Operations 
and Civil Government, which - fit 
only for the Executive Power of the 
State. The Act of that unpopular and 
unfortunate Adminiſtration, “to con- 
tinue the Company's Charter,” did 
not deſerve the Reputation even of a 
half Meaſure ; for it left Things juſt as 
they were, in regard to the Poſſesſion 
and Security of the territorial Acqui- 
ſitions and Revenues. This culpable 
neglect, which does ſo much Injuſtice 
to the Nation, and the Effects of that 


Neglect together render it neceſlary for 


the 
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the preſent more . and PE 
Adminiſtration to attend ſeriouſly and 
effectually to the extenſive and important 
Affairs of India; and it is fortunate for 
this Country, and equally ſo for the 
United PIER SEP trading to the Eaſt 
Indies, that Buſineſs of ſo much Cond 
quence to our political and commercial 
Intereſts 1s in ſuch good Hands ; for it is 
a Truth univerſally acknowledged, and 
founded on the unerring Teſtimony of 
Experience, that Mr. PITT's Adminiſ- 
tration poſſeſſes the ſtrong Talents and 
pure Patriotiſm, which ſo eminently 
diſtinguiſhed that great Stateſman and 
Patriot Lord Chatham, whoſe Memory 
will be dear to Britons as long as they 
have any Senſe of public Virtue: 

My 
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My Lords, when a reaſonable Com- 
penſation is made to the Company con- 
ſiſtent with the Dignity, the Juſtice 
and Liberality of the Legiſlature, for 
their military Eftabliſhments and Proviſion 
for their Army, by Conſolidation, to 
make it Royal or National, I really 
think it will be as much for the true 
| Intereſt of the Company, as it is the wiſh | 
of thePublic, for them to relinquiſh every 
thing of a Military and Political Nature, 


and confine themſelves to Objects of 
Trade abs; according to the original 
Prayer and Deſign of their Charter, to 
the Character of Merchants, and to the 
true Intent and Intereſt of a commercial 


Eſtabliſhment. 


My 


1 


My Lords, the Circumſtances of the | 
Company, the progreſs in Arms of native | 
Princes, the Views of France and other 
Nations in Aſia, and the Abilities ad 
Virtues of the preſent diſtinguiſhed 
Adminiſtration, 250 Conſiderations which 
together render ſuch an Act abſolutely 
neceſſary for the Dignity and Intereſt 
of this Country, and more adviſeable at 
preſent than perhaps at any future 


Period. 


A new Charter, that ſhall abſolutely 
and totally ſeparate the political from 
the commercial Concerns of the Eaſt- 
Indies, giving the whole of the * 
to the Crown, in truſt for the Nation, 


and the whole of the latter to the Com- 
pany, 
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pany, is an Event of infinite Dignity 
to the Kingdom, and of great Utility to 
the Company. It is, my Lords, a glo- 
rious Meaſure, fit for the Abilities, the 
Virtues and . Exertions of Mr. 
PITT's Adminiſtration, which, for 
Principle, Sagacity and Utility, are 
_ almoſt without Example, Nor will 
the Company have leſs reaſon than the 
Nation to rejoice at an Event big with 
commercial and political Advantages 3 
ſince the Directors, as a commercial 
Body, will be better able to attend to 
their excluſive Privileges of Trade when 
they are happily emancipated from the 
Shackles of a military and political 
Department; which is ſo incompatible 


with the Nature of Trade, and the Pur- 


ſuits 
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ſuits and Intereſt of Merchants; and 
ſo repugnant to the Principles of Go- 
vernment and the Policy of a great 
Nation, as the Exiſtence of Military 


Merchants, and Sovereign Subjects. 


It has been obſerved, and I think very 
ſhrewdly by an honorable Gentleman, 
that it has not been the trading Concerns 
of the Company which have produced 
Malverſation in 1 but their Power 
over the Natives in conſequence of their 
territorial Acquiſitions; which it 1s ridi- 
culous to ſay cannot inſtantiy be put 
into other Hands, leaving the Trade 
— the ſame footing as before any. 
territorial Power was acquired by this 


great Company of Merchants. 
| As 


P a "4 Aeneas — 
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As this i 1s the great Object to which 


Adminiſtration 3 to have 1 their | 


Thoughts, the public expect, from the 


Wiſdom of ſuch patriotic Miniſters, to 
ſee the United Merchants trading to the 


Eaſt Indies confined intirely to TRADE, 


according to the prayer of their Charter, 
and the original Deſign of the Legiſla- 


ture; and all territorial Poſſeſſions and 


their concerns, civil and Military, placed 


where the true Intereſt of Merchants 


and the Dignity of the Kingdom requi- 


red they ſhould have been placed long 


ago, in the hands of the Crown in truſt 


for the Nation. That wiſe ſeparation of 


Commercial and territorial Concerns, 


which have been ſo unnaturally united 


and 
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and unyiſcly left with, Merchants, is 
certainly i the veſt Syſtem, of, Afiatic Co- | 
vernment and the happieſt Means of 
promoting the true Intereſt of the Com: 
pany, of feeuring, the national Advan- 
tages of gur Acgviftions, and defeating, 
the; Views, of France and other val 
vip 8 ly cn 13 1 907 an 

While che Bil Ir 1 18,1 producing 
this. Event, nearly; as effeQually as: if | 
that of I $781, had Een repealed, « or thei 
Charter had expired, a Miniſprr of ca. 

. pacity and Honor will, undouhtedly, at - 


| tend to the Company 8 military E Eſta- 


lichen: as the conſequence of having, 
before the Expiration c of their Charter, 


XI 10 31107 


taken the Patronage of their Pollſſions 
114430 F | and 


E 1 £4 4 <0 


0 140 ” I 
Th TOY 


4 territorial Revenues, Yaviig! the 


Company only the Surplus fot their c com- 


? + 08. 


mercial Heententt. 


2 3442 10 319; 1 277749 2111 2 idr 610 
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The immediate Conſolidation -of. the 
7j f 1 AIRY RE BO FOI 
two Armies in the Eaſt Indies is an 


4 


Event that Juſtice and ſound Poliey 
equally require. It is an Event in 


which the Feelings, as well as the 


a+ & 4 


Juſtice and kek 6 of | the Nation 


* e. TEE 9H 4 F. IL ORC! 8147 

are highly concerned he incon- 
Key 

- venience and impropriety of cho Aiſtincc 


Armies ating from different Autho⸗ 


21 (nil 


rities, and the abfurdity of a Clmmnige<. 


cial Army, confounded and degraded' 
by the gert Dighity 'of a ' Royal 
Army are Evils which” re 2 early | 


RY 175 ＋ * 22. * 


Remedy, by? bleading the two Series 


Lis 
to gether, - 


Em 


% 


together, fo, that the. Army-of the 


Crown and that of the Company ſhall 
in future, by chis C 2onſolidation,. form but I 


one Army, and that National:, For, 


as to | a buy the Board * e the 


24146 


h 18, — the. hea) the Army 
muſt certainly be Royal, and both Juſ- 


4 1837 . 


tice and the Hanor of the Nation require 


that the Officers, now in the Company's 


Service, ſhall be taken into that of the 
Crown. 


. 
4 - * 
' 1 ; 4 ' p , 0 
* * 441844 ſis (4 32815 


If Miniſters take their miliary De- | 


r* a p 7 
44 * a, FEET 0 54 © p \s! 


| partment they muſt alſo take their 


: 8 * 3 
ot A LAKES Sous 17411 14 #33 7 a3 14 


| military Eſtabliſhment with it, e | 


I. 13 7 1 507 40 3 Tak 279145 


any Alte: ation in their Rank, or 92 


75 e 19 hl ag bebe 


| Date 


1 


— 


— 1 Foo 


| 66 a8; 
Date of their Commiſſions. The one 
muſt go with the other. The Company's 
Eſtabliſnment have as much Right to 
their Rank in the King's Serviee in India 
as the Crown has to the Military De: 
partment, and their Claim thould be 
admitted as private Property. which 
they have acquired with much honor 
and with great Credit. 


10 


5 at 
25 . 
w_— * 
* 


Mr. 13 1 eule; of 
Juſtice and ſound Policy, admits 4 the 
N eceſſity of this Conſelidation of the 
66 two argen, but thinks it wg 


6 poſſibly take place during the 'Conti- 
I? >, 13 "19 4 - 

1 nuance of the Company 8 Charter 
1. $i Hiri 14 Is 

66 « without the Company' s Conſent,” 


Tack wodti at Go; 516, 


Bur 1 apprehend an Idea of this fort 
would 
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would be an Act of Injuſtice and "TIER 
licy, unworthy of a great Nation, and 
of a patriotic and active Annie 
There is a great Deficiency in the Syſ- 
tem that takes the territorial Patrona ge, 
embracing both tlie Poſſeſſions and their 
| Revenue, and leaves the military Eſta- 

bliſhment, which, I conceive, cannot in 
Juſtice be ſeparated from it. Thoſe who 
have acquired and defended our valuable 
Poſſeſſions, have certainly a Right to 
preſerve their Rank in them, under the 
new Eftabliſhment ; a- Right ſo well 
founded as to be as  facred as private 
Property. Vader the arbitrary Syſtem 
of Mr. Fox, Deprivation of Rank and IY 
Property, in all Stations, would have 
Wn ſhoot feat, RI 


3 : © and 


— . 7” OS . — 


— 3 * 23 


84 


and Folly, of which Merit would have 


complained in vain. But under the 


auſpicious Arrangement of Mr. Pitt, 
which is founded on the Juſtice that 


virtue inſpires, and on the ſound Policy 


which Wiſdom animates, the earlieſt 


Attention may be expected to every 
thing that is Right individually and 


collectively. 5 


Acting upon theſe fine Principles 


which warm the Imagination, and at 


which the Breaſt of every Briton muſt 


glow with Admiration, I cannot con- 


ceive why this Conſolidation has been 


delayed, unleſs Mr. Pitt, ever ſcrupulous 


of the Conſtitution, thinks 1t cannot be 


properly done until the territorial Ac- 


quiſitions and the Revenue become, by 
IF e 


| © 145 
the Expiration of the Company's Char- 
ter, the undoubted property of the 
Nation. But that neither this Event, ) 
nor the Conſent of the Company are ne- 
| ceſlary, will clearly appear by the Ack 
of 1784, which virtually repeals the g . 
military part of that of 1781 and, by 
taking the; territorial Department, ought , 
in juſtice to haye taken the Army by 
Conſolidation , when the Board of Con- 
troul W firſt eſtabliſhed. | 
II Mr. Pitt does not heſitate to take 
the SUBSTANCE (the Pofleflions and 
Revetue).;befork the Expiration of their: 
Charter and without the Canſent of the 
Company, he certainly ought not to 
ſeruple to take the SHADOW, that is, 
the -military,,.. Eſtabliſhment annexed. 


Rn RE REES: 


: 
| 


Conſolidation, may ariſe in I 3 
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thereto, without waiting for that Expi- 


ration, or that Conſent. An immediate 


CONSOLIDATION thould:take place 


from a Principle of ſound Policy as well 
as from Motives of Juſtice; fince it will 
prevent the Inconveniences and Diſorders 


of the remaining three Vears of the 


charter, and the Confuſion and Miſchief | 


which, for want of a timely 1 e 


; = 
4 * 1 
89 * 0 . . 


— 
— 


At this Place a Conſidetation of great 
Importance occurs, warthy.of ths Virtue | 
and Wiſdom of the Britiſh N ation; The 
Retrenchments, ſo wiſely made by the 
Board of Controul i in the territorial De- | 
partment. (whilſt 3 happily increaſes 


the Surplus for the Company s Inveſt- 


ments, 
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ments, and is, at once; an Inſtance of 
great Capacity and great Integrity), will | 
be an inſu perable Bir to an, Inereaſe of 1 
| Employment; in either the civil or military 
Eſtabliſhments for ſome Years to come. 
This will diſtreſs a vaſt Number of 
young Men who are gone out to India 
from an impolitic Spirit of Emigration, 
to theſe illuſive Regions of Wealth. It 
is preſumed the Humanity, the Policy 
and Character of the Nation are deeply 
. Intereſted in the Fate of theſe Adven- 
duds - and that Government, under a 
patriotic Adminiſtration, ſhould, as early 
as | poſſible, declare a total ſeparation 
of the territorial Department from the 
Company, that young Men may no 


- 
— 


55 U longer 
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lon ger depend on the Company for civil 
or military Eſtabliſhment, but direct 
"their Views to Government as the 
political CrJum or Source 6f all Employ- 


w 


ment that is not Commercial. 


VERIDICUS: 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


POSTSCRIPT. 


3 OULD it be ng my 

Lords, that this Publication comes 
rather too late to 40 Juſtice to the 
cauſe of Truth, and public Virwe, 


which i 1s ſo conſpicuous | in the Conduct | 


of our preſent Miniſters, the Writer 
preſumes to be of a different Opinion; 


1 on 
fince it is | intended not 6 5-00 to 


ſupport the Meaſure, as to Juli it. 
Miniſters who mean well and court 
Popularity, by afting conftirutionally 
for the good of the People, as well 


= 


: ( ago ) 
as the Dignity of the Crown, not only 
wiſh" their Meaſures may be ſupported -- 
by the Legiſlature, but that they may 
be jultified by che Senſe of the Nation 
at la 


had * — 


42 1 


In he preſent caſe, great Magorities 
bare ſupported the Bill againſt a torrent 


4 Language and a moſt extraordinary 


5 . 
[1 


) 


Oppolition indeed. 1 lay extraordinary, 
1 
becauſe there never was, perhaps, leſs 


4 JT * wy 


reaſon for oppoking Miniſters. Tt * 
fore, diſcovers a ii of Party more 


3-39 Td" $1 


than, a true public Spirit or a noble 
Zeal for Truth and the national Wel- 
fare, Although the Vidory is the 
greater over the Paſſions. and Preju- 


dies of Party, by overcoming ' ſuch. a 


powerful 


C196) 
powerful Artillery of Eloquence, and 
the Triumph the more glorious; yet, 
when party Motives ſubſide, and cool 


Reaſon univerſally prevails, it will ap- 


pear wonderful, to a candid and ſen- 


ſible People, that ſuch a violent Op- 


poſition ſhould ever be made to a 


Meaſure the moſt innocent, and of a 


Popular Nature: 1 fay innocent, be- 
| cauſe it is ' harmleſs, having nothing 


of the Nature of Uſurpation or Vi- 


olation : And 1 fay popular, becauſe 


Explanation and Perſpicuity are ſatis- 


factory and repugnant to the ambiguity 
and myſtery of arbitrary Meaſures. 


ee Bil, which imply an 


Explanation of ſubſiſting AQs, ſhould 


be 


s 4 
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be conſidered as popular and deſirable 
Objects, becauſe they are intirely ex- 
planatory to prevent Abuſe. in the 
preſent Wan Authority to be 
declared was fully Authoriſed in 1784 
but admitting of doubts, from the con- 
ſtruction of ſome Underſtandings, Mi- 
niſters, with a ſcragylous, Regard to 
the Conſtitution, withed to render it 
more explicit than the Power | of the 
Bill, by being clearly underſtood, may 
not be abuſed. The Idea is popular, 
OE A _ 

* have no doubt I ſhall be able to prove 


beyond all contradiction, that the Declaratory 


Bill has given the true Expoſition of the Act 
of 1784, and that it could not have been in- 


. tended otherwiſe, either from. the Title of the 
Act, or the nature : of a Tower of Direction and 
Controul. 2 7 
| Lord Preſident. 


, . 


- 


2 


and the Explanation meritorious: in 


Government, as it ſhews a wiſh to 5 | 
avoid Ambiguity, and prevent an Abuſe 
of Power. | | 
Declaratory Bills may, therefore, be 
called popular Bills, becauſe they are 
meant to explain; and nothing ſurely 
can be fairer or more honorable in Mi- 
g niſters, than A clear Explanation ; hk 
Acts of the Legiſlature. may be fully 
underſtood. None but good Miniſters 
will bring in Declaratory Bills, expla- | 
natory of chaie Meaſures and Deſigns, 
to ſatisfy the People. Bad Miniſters 


will be ſatisfied with an Authority once 
obtained, and exerciſe it to the greateſt 
Latitude, regardleſs of the Conſtructions 


that 
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that may be put upon it. The preſent 
Adminiſtration may be blamed, ly 
blamed indeed, for the Impolicy of 
unneceſſarily bringing in a Bill decla- 
| ratory of the clear Authority. of that of 
1784, to hazard a Power obtained ; 
but they will be commended for the 
popular Principle and the public Utility 
on which it is founded. Meaſures that 
will bear the Light * nothing to fear 
Kön 4 Declaratory Bill, ſince an ex- 
planation cannot endanger a good thing, 


nor prejudice a good Miniſter, 


Much has been ſaid by great Lawyers 
(who, with ſplendid Talents and great 


Powers of Oratory, are not always great 
Stateſmen) about Declaratory Bills, but 
I believe 
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I believe ſo much Eloquence and judicial 
Diſquiſition was never leſs aer 
than on che preſent Occaſion ; for when 
the Board of Controul, the Directors, 
and eminent Council, maintain different 
Opinions of the conſtruction of an im- 
portant Act of the Legiſlature, can any 
thing be fairer in Miniſters than to bring 
thoſe different Opinions to Parliament, 
that the Legiſlature may decide, and, 
by a Declaratory Bill, give the true Ex- 
poſition of their own Act, that, by being 
clearly underſtood, it may not be 
abuſed? 8 of, 


Could Miniſters and the Commiſſioners 
faithfully diſcharge their Duty to their 
Country, or do Juſtice to the Company, 

e . 7 


tz - 
if they did not immediately apply, in 2 


caſe of fo much Difficulty and Impor- 
tanke, to Parliament for a Declaration 
of the true Meaning and Powers of tha 
Bill of Direction and Controul, the 
attive Authority of which had bean 
doubted and reſiſted by ſome of the 


Directors? ED, 


| A noble and learned Lord of the 
higheſt judicial Reputation has, with his 
uſual ſplendid Talents, pointed out 
„the Diſtinction between 1 
Bills paſſed with a View to aſcertain 
66 Advantages to the Subject, and ſuch 
as are paſſed with a View to authorize 
* the Extent of their Reſtriction. The 
latter were always odious, and confi- 


dered 
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«« dered as the Inſtruments of Tyranny, 
« while the former were looked to with 


4 Reverence and Admiration.” . 


N othing3 is clearer, nor I believe better 
known, than that Declaratory Bills, like 
Enacting Bills, are eicher admirable or 


odious in Proportion to their Deſign 


and Tendency. But this general Truitm, - 


which applies to all Acts, proves nothing 


but the Eloquence of the noble Orator. 


It * been liberally obſerved by RAT THe 
learned Lord, on the fame Side, he 
= really believed that from their firſt 
a * Inſtitution, the Board had acted Gi 


66 the very beſt Motives, and done their 


$6 Country and the Eaſt India Company 


the moſt eſſential Service, from the 


6 * Wiſdom and Policy a then | 


_— - - 4 
"Dc. s - - 
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| Now, if the Power has been ſo judici- 
ouſly exerciſed, we ought, in Juſtice to 
Mr. Pitt's Adminiſtration, to place a 
Confidence in his Principles, and to look 
up with Reverence and Admiration on 


Meaſures that have produced thoſe happy 


Effects, which are imputable to Virtue 
and Wiſdom, and which rank the De- 
| claratory Bill with ſuch as etl 
promote the Intereſt and Welfare of the 
People, without invading their Property 


or or violating their e 


That Declaratory Bills are always 
dangerous, « or that they were ever dan- 
gerous „ che Principles Mr. Pitt has 
evinced, 18 by 3 no Means to be admitted, 


althou gh c coming from fuch high Autho- 


„ Re 1 


„„ "Ho 3 

rity as the noble Judge, who argues 
ſplendidly but delufively in the preſent 
caſe. The noble and keandi Lind ob- 
ſerves, with a Triumph natural 10 
brilliant Talents, that nothing ſurely 
8 could be more al arming than for thoſe 
«6 who were to act under a Law to take 
upon themſelves to pronounce upon 
« its Extent, and to define the Limits 


<« of their own Authority.” 


His Lordſhip here clearly alludes to 
the impropriety of the Board of Con- 
troul giving the Expoſition of their 
own Authority. But is the Idea found- 
ed? Certainly not. The Board does 
not pronounce” the extent of its o. 
Authority but, in order to remove the 


doubts, 
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doubts, the jealouſy, or the miſrepre- 
ſentation of the unfriendly Directors, 
and of violent Party-men, they wiſely 
come to Parliament for an Expoſition 
of the Authority with which they 
were veſted by the Bill of 1784. And 
ſurely nothing could be more commen- 
dable than ſuch an application to the 
ſupreme creative Power of the Legiſ- 
lature, who are the beſt Judges of the 
Meaning and Deſign of the Autho- 
rity they have created. Who ſo pro- 
per to explain and declare the Meaning 
of a Bill as thoſe who have enacted 
i In judicial Caſes the Courts of Ju- 
dicature (which are the executive Au- 
_ thority of the Law) are the fitteſt to 
explain the Law; but, in political 


caſes, 
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caſes, if we do not ſuffer the Exccutive | 
Power of the State to exerciſe the ſame 
Authority politically, recourſe muſt 
be had. to the Legiſlative Power to 
which no reaſonable Objection can be 
had. 


Ab noble and learned Lord- 
condemns " Declaratory Bills as _ 
66 * nerally dangerous and neyer neceſ- 
0 lary but upon preſſing occaſions.” 
The preſent inſtance is an exception 
to the danger, havin g evidently a con- 
5 tendency ; : and the neceſſi ty k 
| ſtrong ; ; for what can be More preſſing 
than the preſervation 15 proſperity 


of our vaſt commerce and Acquiſitions 


| * Lord Grantley. 


* 9 * - . 
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in the Eaſt Indies, to promote the 
Wealth and Strength of a greatly in- 


debted Nation, and to guard againſt 


the deep Deſigns of native Princes and 


foreign Powers who envy our Pofleſ- 


ſions and Trade, and watch, with the 


Eyes of Argus, an opportunity to in- 
vade the one, and to ruin the other? 


1 this light of great national im- 
portance, both. commercial and poli- 
fical, 18 * not neceflary and proper 
chat Acts of the Legiſlature, creating 
E Power of 3 and Controul 
over the Affairs of India, and acting 
in a capacity both new and important, 
thould be clearly explained that they 
may be fully underſtood, and properly 


exerciſed ? 
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exerciſed? How can the noble Lord, 


under ſuch prefling and Important 


Circumſtances of the Nation and the 


Eaſt India Company, contend that 


ſuch an explanation, to avoid abuſe 
and to prevent the invaſion of Rights 
and the violation of the Conſtitution, 
is both “ unneceſſary and dangerous” 
ſince nothing can be more neceſſary 
to our Welfare and leſs dangerous to 
our Conſtitution than ſuch a politic 


and patriotic Meaſure of Adminiſ- 


tration? 


Why the noble and learned Lord 
ſhould © tremble for the precedent” 
of a Bill of abſolute neceſſity and the 


ſoundeſt Policy I am at a loſs to con- 


Sy * ceive; 


- — 
1 


—— — 
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ceive; but I ſhould tremble myſelf 
more for the Conſequences, both com- 
metical and political, were Miniſters 
not to eſtabliſh the Expoſition, of the 
Act of 1784 by a Declaratory Bill, 
which, in the preſent Inſtance, is ſo 
perfectly harmleſs, meritoripus and im- 
portant that they would deſerve bs be 
impeached for Treachery to their 
Country, were they to negle& it, 
either through falſe Delicacy of the 


Conſtitution, or fear of Oppoſition. 


The learned Lord condemns Decla- 
ratory Bills in the groſs and prefers 
Bills of Indemnity in Caſes where Mi- 
niſters doubt the exerciſe of their 


Power and the legality of their Mea- 


ſures. 


6 


ſures. But I venture to be of a 
different Opinion. The former are 
fit for good, the latter for bad Mi- 
niſters. To prevent an illegal exer- 
ciſe of Authority, Miniſters, like Mr. 
PITT, tender of the Conſtitution of 
their Country, will be thoroughly 
ſatisfied as to the extent of their 
Authority, that the People may not 
be deceived and betrayed. But daring 


Miniſters, regardleſs of the Conſtitution 
and the Effects of their Meaſures, will 
firſt Act illegally and dangerouſly, 
and when cloſely purſued, either by 
conviction or fear, they will require, 
and through their miniſterial Influ- 


ence over the Legiſlature, obtain a 


Bill of Indemnity. „ Thus little 


« Rogues 


:|{ 266} 


Rogues ſubmit to Fate, while greater 


* Rogues enjoy the World in State.“ 
Bills of Indemnity have onion; the 
worſt Actions, and ſcreened the moſt 
culpable Miniſters. A Bill of Indem- 
nit y ;mplics either great Ignorance, or 
great Culpability, and ſometimes great 
Criminality. Good Miniſters will 
come to Parliament, before they pro- 
ceed, for an expoſition of ſuch Acts, 
as, in caſes of great importance, ad- 
mit of different conſtructions, for fear 
of doing wrong; but bad Miniſters, 
after they have acted wrong and cri- 
minally, will artfully deſire to be eaſed 
of the burthen of their fears by a 
Bill of Indemnity, which has often 


protected great Delinquency. 
+ It 
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It has been ſaid, on the preſent Occa- 
ſion, that an enacting Bill would have 
been fairer than a Declaratory Bill, but 
the Reverſe is the Truth. It would be 
Folly to enact what is already enacted, 
but it is Wiſdom to explain what is 
either not clearly underſtood, or will 
admit of Miſrepreſentation and Obſtruc- 
tion. It has, therefore, been juſtly ob- 
ſerved in Debate, that ifan Enacting 
„Bill had eu brought in, it would 
have been an Er fot facto Law, and 
„ would, by Implication, kad charged 
« almoſt every Act of the Board of 
5s Controul with Illegality,” and Culpa- 


bility if not Criminality. 


The 


(163) 


The Obſervation is ſhrewd, and com- 
ing from a diſtinguiſhed Character of 
that Board, who ſpeaks with Candor and 
acts from Principle, it ſhews a moſt 
commendable Circumſpection and Care 
not to act without the cleareſt Convic- 
tion and the moſt conſtitutional Au- 


thority. 


An Enacting Bill in the preſent Caſe, 
would d y imply a Doubt of the 
Authority hitherto exerciſed by the 
Commiſſioners, and make the Board 
Felo de fe. And it would lead to that 


Confuſion and Refiſtance which, at ſuch 


a Diſtance as Aſia, might, by Delay and 


Obſtruction, defeat all the good Purpoſes 


for 
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for which the Authority was eſtabliſhed, 


and endanger our Poſſesſions and Com- 


merce. 


The Difference between an Enacting 


Bill, in a Caſe enacted, and a Declaratory 
Bill, explanatory of the Act, is ſo great. 
as to render it extraordinary that Men 
of the greateſt Talents ſhould, for Party 
Purpoſes, ſay ſo much to ſo little Purpoſe, 
and diſcover the Strength of their At- 


tachments more than the force of 


ſacred Truth and the Effect of Candor 


and public Virtue. 


If the Regulating Bill of 1784 for 
the Affairs of India meant any thing 


by a Superintendency, or by a Power 


of 


E f 
of | Direction and Controul, it meant 
in the firſt word to preſide over them; 
and by the ſecond to check and re- 
gulate ſuch military Meaſures and 
apply ſuch Reſources as Preſervation 
and Security require. No Man in his 
Senſes, but a Party Man, will deny a 
thing ſo clear and canducive to ſub- 


ſtantial Juſtice and ſound Policy. 


The ſtrength of the Argument in the 
lower Houſe of Parliament, though 
quite foreign to the Purpoſe of a De- 
claratory Bill, is to be found in Mr. 

Flood's ſpeech, that “ a Charter 1s | 
« ſacred as being of the Nature of a 
« Leaſe in which the Legiſlature is 
*+* Landlord and the Company Tenant.” 


But 
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But I have ſhewn that the Speaker is 
totally miſtaken. In the upper Aſ- 
ſembly, diſtinguiſhed for brilliancy of 
judicial and legiſlative Talents, the 
ſtiong hope of Oppoſition was founded 
on the ſplendid Abilities of a noble 
Judge, who propoſed a Rider to diſtin- 
guiſh between private and public Pro- 
perty, and to prevent the former being 
abſorbed by the latter. Here is the 
appearance of Juſtice and public Virtue 
without the reality of either. The 
learned Lord ſhould know that Decla- 
ratory Bills do not, like Enacting Bills, 
admit of Riders being merely ex- 


planatory. 


Whenever an Enacting Bill ſhall have 


in Contemplation the granting a new 


2 Charter, 
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Charter, it will neceſſarily be conſidered | 
what 1s public and what private Property, 
the latter of which will ever be held 
ſacred by ſo popular a Miniſter as Mr. 
PITT and his Friends. The learned 
Lord in Oppoſition, ſays, “the Ifland 
% of Bombay is indiſputably the Com- 
* pany's Property, by Virtue of a Grant 
from the Crown. Conſiderable Lands 
round Calcutta are alſo theirs by 
& Virtue of Grants from different Princes 
* of Aſia, They alſo hold Lands about 
« Madraſs to the ſuppoſed Amount of 
/. go, ooo per Annum.” Theſe are, 
in the Opinion of the noble Judge, all 
« Matters of private Property indepen- 


dent of thoſe territorial Acquiſitions 


* over which Government, by the Bill. 


« of 1784, have exerciſed an Authority. 


1 1730 
Notwithſtanding this high Authority, 


as it is more of a political than a ju- 


dicial Conſideration, I venture to ſay 


that if the Company's claim, as 


above, 1s not quite groundleſs it ad- 
mits of very great doubts. Private 
Property in the preſent caſe. is not 
eaſily aſcertained. In my own mind 
I have a conviction that they have 
none beyond the limits of their com- 
mercial Charter. I do not even 
think, with a noble Lord on the 
other ſide, who fo ably prefides over 


the Commerce of the Natian, that they 


I P -- — 


ſhould continue to poſſeſs * what they 


; 
i 
! 
| 


„hold by Virtue of a Royal Grant, 


—_— — —— — - 


" and that the Iſland of Bombay comes 


« clearly under that Deſcription,” 
A learned 


—— — ——  — 2 ——— —— 
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A learned Gentleman of Council for 
the Eaſt India Company, with a 
torrent of Eloquence, ſtated the terms 
and tenure of the different Charters 
that had been granted by different 
Kings, all which, he ſaid, had been re- 
cognized by various Acts of Parlia- 
ment. He began with mentioning 
| © the Charter of Queen Elifabeth 
% and that granted by James II. the 
< latter of which veſted the Iſland of 15 
e Bombay with all other Territories 
in India then acquired or that here- 
&« after ſhould be acquired by the Faft 
India Company either by force of 
Arms, or by Virtue of any ceſſion 
or grant either of the Natives or 


+ other 
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tc other foreign Princes, to the Eaſt 
India Company to be held by them 


&« in free Soccage for ever,” &c. 


Beſides the Folly and Impolicy of 
making ſuch Conceſſions to Subjecto, 1 
conteud that it randy the Power of 
a limited Monarch to concede them. 
But ſuppoſing James II. had a Right 
(which none but abſolute Sovereigns 
can claim) to concede to the Company 
Territory, which did. not belong to 
the Crown and in which he had no 
Intereſt, it will hardly be faid that 
if he could grant what was then ac- 
quired, he could alſo covenant for 
his Succeſſors and make a Conceſſion 
of all that might hereafter be acquired. 

This 


1 
This would be binding a wiſe King 
to the folly of a Conceſſion an hundred 
Years ago. * doctrine as fatal as 
it is ablurd. But ſince a noble 
Lord at the Board of Trade ſeems to 
think ſuch Royal Grants are private 
Property, I will, for a Moment, ad- 
mit that the Iſland was the Right 
of the Company. It ſhould here 
be remembered that the Company 
which obtained the Grant was dif- 
ſolved in 1697, and a ,Charter granted 
to a new Set of Adventurers, who 
not znheriting the Rights and Pro- 
perty of the old Company could not 
| claim under an Act prior to their 
Charter. If the Company had a 
Right to the Iſland of Bombay by 


Royal 
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Royal Grant, as private Property, it 
ſhould bave been claimed by the old 
Company which was diflolved in the 


ſubſequent Reign of William and 
Mary. 


By this ſhort Remark, I think it 
plainly appears that the diflolution 
of the Company 1a that Reign, ren- 
dered the Acts of James II. and 
Elizabeth as void as if they had been 
abrogated. I am, therefore aſtoniſhed 
that Royal Grants of this Nature 
ſhould find ſuch a powerful Advocate 
as the noble Lord who preſides at the 
Board of Trade ANY great Abilities, 


public Spirit, and genuine Patriotiſm. 


The 


— Sa —-V— Are” ——— - 
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The Charter of Merchants being for 
commercial Objects only, nothing that 
bs not commercial can, in my Appre- 
henſion, be retained after it's Expiration. 
* Conſiderable Lands round Calcutta 
and about Madraſs, held by virtue of 
« Grants from different Aſiatic Princes, 
were no doubt granted cammercially, and 
therfeore became National at the Ex- 
piration of their excluſive Trade. But 
were they granted politically, as an Ac- 
ceſſion of Empire to a Company of Mer- 
chants, the Subjects of this Conntry (an 
Idea truly abſurd) they cannot poſſeſs | 
thoſe Dominions any longer than it is 
conſiſtent with the welfare ofthe Govern- 
ment to which they-belong. Such con- 
ceſſions of Territory from nativePrinces, 


obtained 


(- 179 ) 
obtained by Violence or other Means, 


are certainly diſputable Acquiſitions. 
They are not of the Nature of Eſtates 
or private Property, but Lands which 
become national at the Termination of 


their Charter, when their Intereſt, in 


every thing military, territorial and po- 


tical, abſolutely and totally ceaſes. 
Nor is the Grant of the Crown, in my 
Judgment, leſs precarious. If the Na- 
tion had no Poſſeſſions in India, how 
could the Crown grant a Perpetuity to 
the Company ? But, if it had, ſuch a 


grant of Territory, like a grant of ex- 


| cluſive Trade, and indeed like all Acts 


of the Legiſlature are retroſpective, as 
well as proſpective, to be abrogated or 
continued, as the public Good may re- 


2A quire: 
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| quire: In the firſt Caſe, the Crown 
| had no Right to make ſuch a Grant. In 
the ſecond, the Sovereign cannot, in 


Truſt for the Nation, grant any Thing 


inconſiſtent with the Di cnity and Intereſt 

of the Kingdom. Such a Ceffion would be 

| unpatriotic becauſe it is unjuſt to the Na- 

tion; and unconſtitutional by tranſcending 

| the power of a limited Monarch. It is, 
| therefore, evident, that, by . territorial 
Acquiſitions, all Poſſeſſions in the Eaſt 
Indies, however acquired, and by what- 
ever Title poſſeſſed, become the Proper- 
ty of the Crown, in Truſt for the Na- 
tion, whenever the Company's Charter 
expires, or it may be thought adviſeable 


to diflolve the old, and grant a new one, 


(as was done in 1697 to a new Set f 


Adventurers, notwithſtanding the clamor 


4 


(C: 
of the old Company againſt the Pro- 


ceedings of Parliament) confining the 
Company to their excluſive Privileges 
of Trade, the Enjoyment of which 
alone, to the Excluſion of the reſt of a 


great trading Nation, is a ſufficient 


Conſideration without annexing to their 
Commerce any Claim to a territorial 
Eſtate. Nor can they require any pecu- 
niary Confideration for their Poſſeſsions, 
becauſe the vaſt Benefits they have at- 
ready received are a ſufficient Compen- 
ſation for their military Eſtabliſhments. 
And as to the charge of their Acquiſi- 
tions, the late Lard Clive aflured us, 

that the Company had receivedſ i, 2 50000 
Sterling from the Nabob Meer Jather, to 


defray that Expence. This, with the vaſt 1 


Sums they have ſince acquired, i is a ſuf- 


ficient Compenſation for reſigning all 
their Dominions to the Crown as the 
Property of the Nation, 


——— — — > — — — . . —__ 
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Here my Lords, I humbly beg to 


arreſt your Attention and to fix your 
noble Minds to a Conſideration of the 
. greateſt Magnitude, which deſerves 
more than a fugitive Attention of 
Men in the higheſt judicial and legiſ- 
lative Stations. In your high judi- 
cial Character, your Lordſhips will 
attend with the Virtue of Juriſpru- 
dence ; and with Wiſdom in your 
exalted Character of Legiſlation. In- 
ſpired by Virtue and animated with 
Wiſdom your Lordſhips will Judge, 
in the preſent Caſe between the 
e and the Nation, as in all 
other Inſtances, with that Juſtice to 
Individuals and ſound policy to the 
Public, as ſhall convince admiring 


Nations 
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Nations that the Legiſlature and the 
Government of this Country are © juſt 
and generous beyond the Example 


of all other States.” 


In has been contended by a noble 
and learned Lord in O ppoſition that 
the United Merchants trading by 
Charter to the Eaſt Indies have ac- 
quired vaſt Poſſeſſions in Aſia, which 
are of the Nature of private Property. 
And a noble Lord high in office, 
of great Abilities and Experience, 
ſeems to have admitted part of the 
Fact. But, notwithſtanding my re- 
verence for ſuch diſtinguiſhed Cha- 
racters, and my admiration of their 
ſplendid Talents and diſtinguiſhed 


Merit, 


( 8s) ) 
Merit, I have turn to oppoſe 


the Opinion of both ; and to main- 


tain that the Company's Acquiſitions 


are not of the nature of Eſtates and 


of private Property, and that, by 
Conſequence, they can have no In- 
tereſt whatever in their territorial Pbſ- 
fefſions ; ſince all their Acquiſitions 


will deve to the Nation naturally, 


neceſſarlly and conſtitutionally at the 


expiration of their Charter in 1791. 


But, if T am right in regard to 
the devolution of all territorial Poſleſ- 
fions in N it will be aſked what 
will become of the capital Stock of 
the Company which ariſes from the 
Surplus of the territorial Revenues 


when 
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when they arg. ſurrendered to the 
Crown by that approaching devo- 


lution of every thing territorial ? 


M L the anſwer is obvious. 
If it is contended by an Iriſh Orator, 
that * a Charter is of the Nature of 
%a Leaſe,” is it difficult to conceive 
the Situation of the Tenant at the 
expiration of his Term? The im- 
provements bs muſt relinquiſh, and 
it is no conſideration with the Land- 
lord what advantages or diſadvantages 
| have ds to the Tenant, who has 
no longer a local Intereſt in his 
Eſtate. The Expiration of his Term 
and the devolution of his right are 
the only Objects of his Conſideration. | 
My 


* 
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My Lords, I apprehend the Fact 
is ſo. But, as 2 — trading Na- 
tion is eſſentially concerned in the 
Fate of a great trading Company, 
ſomething more may be ſaid upon ſo 


important a Subject. 


By the devolution of all the ter- 
ritorial Acquiſition s, without reſerva- 
tion under any Idea of private Pro- 
perty, the territorial Revenues muſt 
all become the Property of the Na- 
tion, to be applied to the Expence 
of the civil and military Eſtabliſh- 
ments, and the SURPLUS, which is 
now applied to the commercial Inveſt- 


ments of the Company, will he ap- 


plied to the Purpoſes of the Nation. 


At. 


07-7 
At this period, which rapidly ap- 
eds, the Capital Stock of the 
Company will be found only in what 
may then be the SURPLUS, after 
deducting the expence of civil and 
military Government, which cannot be 
immediately aſcertained. That Ba- 
lance, which depends on the wiſe Con- 
duct of the B of Controul, without 
a proſpect of any thing productive 
from Territory for their future Inveſt- 
ments, and with great incumbrances 
will place the Proprietors in a Situ- 
a not eafily deſcribed. But your 
Lordſhip will conceive it clearly, and 
thank Providence for- inſpiring your 
noble Minds with Virtue, and ani- 
mating you with wiſdom and reſolu- 


2B tion, 


I 
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tion to Support Mr. PIT I to interpoſe | 
with the ſtrong Arm of Government, at 
a period 0 truly Critical to the Com- 
pany, and important to the Nation, 
to our Funds and to PUBLIC 
CREDIT which is the Soul of a 


great commercial State. 


My Lords, the rejection of Mr. 
Fox's Bill, which would have operated 
like contagion, and in which your 
Lordſhips had all the Merit, and the 
adoption of Mr. Pitt's, was one of the 
moſt wonderful Interpoſitions of Pro- 
vidence in favor of the commercial and 
political Intereſts of this Country. It 
emancipated us from the deſpotiſm of 


the one, and ſecured our Liberties and 


Proſperity 
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Proſperity by the Bleſſings of the other. 
It requires the well informed Minds of 
your Lordſhips to conceive all the Ca- 
lamity of the former (which was like 
a terrible Precipice, from which the 
Company and the Nation looked down 
with horror) and all the Utility which 
will ariſe from the happy Effects of 
the latter. The Credit and Advantages 
of our preſent Aſiatic Syſtem are beyond 
the Power of Calculation, ſince it muſt 
be productive of innumerable happy 
Conſequences to our Commerce and 
Strength in Aſia and Europe. By the 
Confuſion, Diſorder and Rapine\ which 
ambition and miſmanagement, makes 
a Check would have occaſioned, the, 
Company would, by the adoption of 

| Mr. 
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Mr. Fox's Bill have been Bankrupts, 
and after ſuch a Sacrifice, the Propri- 
etors would have found their Security 


like „the baſeleſs Fabric of a Viſion." - 


How wonderful then was the Interpo- 
ſition of Providence! My Lords, the 
Company and the Nation do not ſeem 
to have a due ſenſe of it: They do 
not ſeem to know how much they 
owe to your Lordſhips for the rejection 
of the Bull of 1783, which has prevented 
the greateſt Calamities; and to Mr. 
Pitt for that of 1784 which has ſecured 
the greateſt Bleſſings : Bleſſings which 
have Immenſity for their Space and 


will, I humbly hope, have Eternity 


Gor their duration. 


An 
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An honorable Gentleman, bd 4 
the Law, has written well upon the 
Effects of Mr. Fox's Bill on the conſti- 
tution, juſtly deſcribing its fatal Ten- 
dency to be ſubverſive of every thing 
dear to a free People. But the 
Writer, although a Legiſlator of a great 
trading State, has ſaid nothing of its 
commercial and political Effects, with- 
out which the Bleſſings of Liberty 
would be uſeleſs: For what is LI- 
BER TV without PROPERTY ? It 
is the Shadow without the Subſtance. 
Perhaps the dreadful Calamity of Bank- 
ruptcy and the Ruin of Public Credit 
were too much for the Feelings of a 
Gentleman of the learned Profeſſion ! 


Among 
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Among other Ideas, equally curious, 
this Gentleman of the Law contends 
that only a negative Power was given 
and {ſhould be granted to the Board of 
Controul. And a noble Marquis of 
great political . Experience, who is 
more admired for his Talents, than the 
conſiſtency of his Principles, ſeems to 
be of the ſame Opinion, although 
K is. 4 jeſuitical diſtinction that I be- 
eve none but themſelves can un- 
derſtand. It is che dark Doctrine of 
Ambiguity unlike the Perſpicuity of all 


Mr. Pitt's Meaſures. 


A negative Power, recommended by 
Mr. Pultney, and noticed by Lord 
Landſdown, is an abfurd, delufive and 


impolitic 


22 
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impolitic Power, deſtructive of the 


great Objects of an a#jve Nation. It 


is a Power to check and to controul 


with, the Power of direction and exer- 
tion. It is a Power of prevention 
without the active Authority, which 
the preſent Caſe requires, for the moſt 
early and animated Exertions. It is a 


Power to prevent Raſhneſs and Folly 


without the neceſſary Authority, to 


take the Meaſures which Virtue inſpires 


and the Active Exertions which Wit- 


dom animates. A negative Power, in 


a Caſe that requires poſitive and active 
Authority, is a Power to prevent Mi- 
chief without an Ability to do Good. 
It is, therefore, of all Powers the mot 
abſurd, and the moſt repugnant to the 


Polity | 
* 


N 
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Policy both of Commerce and Govern- 


ment, which require (eſpecially in 
regard to remote Poſſesſions) the moſt 
poſitive and active Powers, totally 
emancipated from the Fetters of impo- 
litie Reſtraint, and the indirect Exer- 
tions of executive Government; whoſe 
Authority, in all Caſes, ſhould be direct, 
poſitive and unreſtrained, except by the 
Conſtitutional Controul of the Legiſ- 
lature,which great RESPONSIBILITY 
is the only neceſſary Check of the Ex- 
ecutive Power, to preſerve our Liberties 
and to ſecure our Pronerty, and that is 
a Check to which Mr. Pitt and Mr. 
Dundas will ever chearfully ſubmit 
their Meaſures, confident of the rec- 

titude and utility of their Principles, 


and 


C FJ 
and of the Candor and Liberality of 
an enlightened and ſpirited N ation, | 
who are always Juſt and Liberal to 


their true Friends. n 


My Lords, the Company by the Bill 
of 1783 would have been annihilated, 
and the Proprietors guined. By that of 
1784 they are preſerved, and the Pro- 
prietors ſecured. The Day of reckoning 
approaches, and the Evils the Nation 
dreaded, and which alarmed the Com- 
pany, will be ſeen in their true light, 
and the Bleſsings of Mr. Pitt's Meaſures 
realized. Whatever may be the SUR- 
PLUS of the Revenues for the Capital 
Stock of the Company, it will be ſo 
much ſaved fron the rapacious Hands of 


20 Plunderers, 
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Plunderers, for which the Proprietors 
may thank Mr. Pitt, who, with the 
patriotic Spirit of bis Father, with the 
Vigor of Vouth, and with the Advice of 
his Friend Horace (who ſays it was 
Courage that raiſed Hercules to the Gods 
and Auguſtus to the Head of the Ramen 
Republic) has ſaved it from the Bet. 
tation of Deſpotiſm which would have 
made a terrible Havoc in the Property of 
the e the Prerogative of the 


Crown, and the Liberties of the People. | 


In that Day of Judgment (an awful 
Day to the Proprietors !) the Property 
of the Company and their future Exiſt- 
ence will depend on the Juſtice and Li- 
berality of the Legiſlature, whoſe Inter- 


poſition, 
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poſition, through the Executive Power 
of the Nation, will be neceſſary to pre- 
vent the Horrors of Confuſion and the 
Calamity of Inſolvency ; Events which 
Precipitancy and Diſorder would occa- 
ſion, and which can only, in my Appre- 
henſion, be prevented by the timely Re- 
newal of their Charter under the foſtering 
Protection of Government. This ſound 
Policy will give Time to bring their 
Concerns into the Compaſs which Pru- 
dence requires in their new Situation 
(deſpoiled of all their territorial Poſſeſ- 
ſions and Revenue) to realize their Pro- 
perty, and to eſtabliſh their commercial 
Exiſtence upon a natural and folid 
Foundation, 

11 will, undoubtedly, be concluded 
from what I have ſuggeſted that the 
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Company were in a State of Inſolvency. 
My Lords, I have long thought fo: 
And that Opinion was ſtated in 1783, 
which I believe was not thought a ran- 
dom one at that period whatever may, 
at preſent, be their proſperous Situation 
from the wonderful Effects of the Com- 
mutation Act * at home; and from wiſe 
Retrenchments abroad, to the Amount 
of One Million and a Half per Annum 
ſince the Eſtabliſhment of the Board of 


Controul in 1784. 


This precarious Situation of the 
United Merchants muſt have filled the 


Minds of the Proprietors with terrible 


* The happy Conſequences have been far more 
important, extenſive and beneficial than the 
* moſt Sanguine Friends and Admirers of that 
& Meaſure could have expected.“ Mr. BARING. 


Apprehenſions 


(00 F 
Apprehenſions for their Property, as the 
Security of their Capital Stock was 
viſionary when Mr. Pitt took the Reins 
of Government. It was then, manifeſt 
to that hn Miniſter, that the Com- 
pany had long been hanging out falſe 
Colors, which, but for the providential 
Interpoſition of the Legiſlature, might 
have been as faral as the South Sea 
Bubble. This Picture was not drawn by 
the Hand of Malice or Injuſtice, but 
directed by the Pencil of Truth, of 
private Virtue and public Security. It was 
indeed alarming, with a Proſpect truly 
terrible, but that was not the Fault of the 
Artiſt who, like an honeſt Man, 3 
from Truth, a Company formidable in 
Name, with a wvifonary Security : For 


when 
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when the Deluſion ceafed that aroſe from 
exaggerated kenne of Credit, the Propri- 
etors would have found themſelves on the 
Brink of a Precipice, and in pretty near 
the woeful Situation N 4 I had placed 
the Circumſtances of the Company in 
1783, had it not been for the public 
Spirit of Mr. Pitt. 


If that was not a true State of the 
Company's Circumſtances, it was the 
molt natural and the moſt to be depended 
_ of the two Calculations. And if 
that dreadful Situation is compared to 
the preſent flouriſhing Circumſtances of 
the United M =" HO trading to the Eaſt 
Indies, it will appear how great the 
Services are, that have been rendered 
by Mr. Pitt's Bill of 1784, which, in 

ſo 
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ſo ſhort a time, has raiſed the Company 


from a ſtate of Confuſion and Defpon- 


dency, to a State of perfeCt Security, 
Tranquility, and Proſperity, with the 
ſtriCteſt Regard to the Conſtitution ; 


and with Principles more ſcrupulous 


perhaps than a caſe of ſuch Neceflity 
and Importance requires : For I am in- 
clined to think that the Intereſt of the 
Company and the Welfare of the Na- 
tion both require that a Power of Supet- 
intendance ſhould embrace commercial as 
well as political Objects; with this Diſ- 
tinction, that, in the one caſe, there 
ſhould be lodged a Power of Controul 
and Direction; in the other only a Power 
of Superintendance with a e Au- 
thority, to prevent the Extenſion and 


perverfion 
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perverſion of their Affairs, ſo neceſſary 


to Contraction and Liquidation, for the 
Proprietors ſake; and ſo eſſential to the 
Security of PUBLIC CREDIT, which 
is the greateſt Object of a trading Nation. 
For if there remains an Authority either 
in the Directors or Proprietors to extend 
or pervert, how will it be in the Power 
of human Wiſdom to liquidate the 
widely extended and perplexed Affairs 
of the Company, and to ſecure the 
greateſt of all commercial Objects? The 
Authority of the Directors in Matters 
of commerce ſhould certainly remain 
in fatu quo, but ſubject to the ſuperin- 
tending Power of the Commiſſioners of 
the Board of Controul, without which 


a Superintendency would be nugatory, 


and 


1 
and inefficient, and conſequently unpro- 
ductive of that Security and Proſperity ; 
which the Company and the Nation 
require, in aCaſe of ſo much conſequence 
to both. To ſuppoſe the Commiſſioners 
of A are not to have an | 
Eye to the commercial Conduct of the 
Directors, in a caſe that affects the great- 
eſt Intereſt of the Nation, 18 ſuppof ing 
they would neglect a moſt eflential part 
of their Duty, contrary to the Virtue of 
Miniſters, and to the Wiſdom of the 
Legiſlature. 


Does not a Company of Merchants 
who require the greateſt Aſſiſtance * 
: jy render 

* As the Company are not poſſeſſed of ſuffi- 


cient FUNDS to enable them to continue and 


ſecure the great advantages which have been de- 
ä ri ved 
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render a Commercial Controul as neceſ- 


ſary as a military one? And does it 


Not ſhew that a Situation ſo precarious, 


with no other Security than the growing | 
Proſperity of Merchants, requires the 
honeſt Hands and the ſpirited Exertions 
of Mr. Pitt to aſſiſt them, to ſecure that 
Aſſiſtance, and to promote the great 


Purpoſes intended by it: 


My Lords, the conſtitutional Diflolu- 


tion of the Company's Charter, and the 
neceſſary Devolution of their Poſſeſſions 


and territorial Revenues, will place the 


fears 


rived from that Act, an additional Capital will be 
neceſſary to enable the Eaſt India Company to 
conduct their Commercial Concerns, amounting 
to the enormous Sum of { 3,247,000 ; the greater 
part of which will be found in the growing Proſ- 
perity of the Company.“ Mr. BARING. 
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fears of Inſolvency in a 2 light, 
| as their Situation will then be leſs pro- 
ductive and more precarious, and con ſe- 
quently they will ſtand more in need of 
the protection of Government under a 
patriotic Adminiſtration. I conſider the 
Company as a Society who, placing too 
mack confidence in their military Ac- 
1 


quiſitions, have quitted the Subſtance 


for the Shadow and exceeded greatly the 


Bounds and Intereſt of a commercial E- 
ſabliſhmient ; and that the Immenſity 
of their Purſuits is far from eſtabliſhing 
the Utility of their extenſive Engage: 


ments. 


Should a wiſe Government, attentive 
to the Security of eyery national Advan- 


tage, 


„ 
tage, * it the true Intereſt of the 
Nation to grant a Charter in 1791, to 
a new Set of Adventurers, as was done, 


with the happieſt Effect, at the cloſe of 


the laſt Century, what would be the 


Confuſion of the preſent Company, and 
the Aſtoniſhment of the Proprietors at 
the winding up their Accounts, the 
Liquidation of which will, in that caſe, 
require an Age to realize their Property |! 
But an Adminiſtration of great Abilities x 
and Virtue, to prevent ſuch a Calamity 
and the Shock it would occaſion, will 
no doubt, act from the moſt generous 
Motives, giving the old Company the 
preference, if it can be gone conſiſtent 


with the Intereſt of the Nation, to 


whom the Advantages of that Event 


belong, 


62 
belong, juſt as the Benefit does to a . 
Landlord at che Renewal of a deſireable | 
Leafe. In the mean time che r 
Effects of the well judged and well timed 
Support of Mr. Pitt's Adminiſtration 
are ſo great that 1 cinnot too often ſay 
that the Company and the Nation do 
not ſeem on know how much they are * 
indebted to that patriotic Miniſter for 
the Miſchicf he has prevented, and for 
the good he has done, by the Virtue of 
his Principles and the Wiſdom of hig 
re * 


But theſe weighty Conſiderations, in 
which the Dignity and Intereſt of the 


Kingdom are fo materially intereſted, 
croud perhaps improperly here upon 
1 | the 
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the Mind of a Man zealous: for Truth 
and the publick Welfare : I ſhall there- 
fore leave them, and return to the Ob- 


ject of this Pamphlet, "which is, to ſhew 


the amazing Difference between the 
Two Eaſt India Bills of Mr. Fox and 
Mr. Pitt. The former is as dark as the 
blackeſt Night with all che Horrors of 
national Calamity, The latter is as 
open, fair, and light as the cleareſt Day, 
and as bright as the Sun in its Meridian, 
The Two Bills are, therefore, as oppoſite 
as the Poles, in Principle and in Ten- 
7.0 dency. The Bill of Mr. Fox may be 


compared to the Inundation of great 


Rivers, that waſh away the Farmer's 
Toil, and ſterilize the Land. The Bill 

of Mr. Pitt is like the Overflowing of 
: the 
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the Nile, that enriches and fertilizes the 
Land. It is founded in the pureſt Prin- 
ciple of Patriotiſm, and defended with 
the unparalleled Eloquence of the Minif- 
ter who, to the ſweetneſs and profuſion 
of Tully joins the Nerves attic Salt 


and rapid Eloquence of Demoſthenes. 


A noble Earl, unfriendly to Miniſ- 
ters, went briſkly into a Compariſon 
of the two India Bills and, with an air 
of Triumph, declared that the Bill of 
1783 was a ſtrong, manly and open 
«© Meaſure, that truly depicted the 
6c 6 the Underſtanding and 
Heart of it's Author; while that of 
41784, proved that the Right Honor- 
<< able Gentleman at the head of Admi- 


& niſtration, - 


E ) OY 


6 niſtration, had a very different Sort of 


= Underſtanding and Heart“ But, 
unluckily for the noble Earl's ſagacity 
and for the reputation of his Friend his, 
which was intended as the fineſt Com- | 
| pliment to Mr. Fox and as the greateſt 
Reproach to Mr. Pitt, is abſolutely the 
ä poſſible "Pe on the former, 
and the fineſt Panegyric on the Head 


and Heart of the latter. 


The ang; open and uncommonly 
bold meaſure of the Ex- Miuniſter too 
truly depicted the Character and Heart 
of it's adventurous Author ; and ſhewed 
to our 1 and terror, what 
Meaſures were to be purſued and what 
Conſequences were to be dreaded from 


a Mind 


7 
i Mind ſo bold, and a Heart capable 
of planning a Syſtem of Govertiment, 
creating a fourth Eſtate to abſorb the 
velier three of the Conſtitution and to 
place himſelf on the Throne of Deſ- 
potiſm, PERPETUAL DICTATOR. 


With « a different ſort of Undet- 
te ſtanding and Heart,“ with Vittue 
that exalts human Nature, nad with 
. Wiſdom that dves honor to the Age 
and State in which he ves, Mr. Pitt 
has oppoſed himſelf, with Succeſs; to 
the horrid Principles of this daring In- 
vader of | the Company and Violater of 
the glorious Conſtitution of our Coun- 
try; and has not only prevented the 
much dreaded Calamity of Mr, Fox's 

>; Bill 
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Bill, but has happily eſtabliſhed the 


great Bleſſings of his own. 


But the fineſt Diſcrimination, to 
ſhew the Violence of Party 1 favor of 
the Bill of 1783 and the Caprice and 
Folly of the Company concerning that 
of 1784, is that of a a6ble Peer, who 
in his Place, with great Spirit and 
Truth, faid-----+* When the Act of 
„which this Bill is declaratory paſſod 
e conceived it to be the very Child of 
the Eaſt India Company; that, upon 
« the rejection of another Bill which 
had ſought not only ſubverſion to their 
* Exiſtence but actual Ruin and De- 
6 ſtruction to the Conſtitution of the 


Country, Lconceived the Act of 1 18 4was 


„ taken 
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taken and conſidered, by the Company 
« 23 well as by the Nation, to be the 


„ grand Reſtorative of both.“ 


The noble Lord obſerves truly that 
Mr. Fox's Bill went to ruin both the 
Company and this Country ; and that 
Pitt's Bill, like the Hand of Pronididnce, 
has happily reſtored and Gb both. 


If the Company ſo ſtrongly and juſtly 
condemned the one, and fo cordially re- 
ceived and admired the other, how great 
is their Inconſiſtency and Abſurdity, or 
rather how great their Caprice and Folly 
violently to oppoſe an Expoſition that 
declares the true Meaning of their favorite 
AQ, after four Years experience of its 


happy 
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happy Effects to the Company at home 


and in India! Such a Conduct is cer- 
tainly the moſt unreaſonable and indeed 
the moſt extravagant that ever was 
known. It diſcovers a Spirit of Party 
more than of Zeal; and it would be 
truly unfortunate to the Proprietors to 
ſee their Court of Directors divided by: 
Party Diſputes, where Unanimity and 
Confidence ſhould ever prevail, did not 
the excellent Heart and the vigorous 
Mind of Mr. Pitt, prevent, by well 
timed and well adapted Meaſures, the 


Fatality of ſuch an impolitic Diſunion. 


The Reſtoration of the Company at 
home and the Security of the Capital 


Stock of the Proprietors in India, are 


the 


— 
the happy Effects of his ſagacity arid 
unparalleled Activity: For it i8 a Truth 
that is not perhaps ſufficiently attended 
to, that the Commutation AQ at home, 
ſo juſtly deſcribed by Mr. Baring, a 
worthy and able DireQor, (now unfor- 
tunately in Oppoſition 'to his own Evi- 
dence) has ſaved the Company from 
Bankruptcy and 3. to an expiring 
Society, vigor beyond any former Period 
of their Exiſtence; and chat the 
wiſe and ſpirited Conducł of the Board 
of Controul abroad has as happily ſe- 
cured their Intereſt in the territorial 
Revenues, the SURPLUS of which is 
the Capital Stock of the Company. 


That 
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That Capital of the United Merchants 

can only be realiſed, at the approach» | 
in gDiſſolution of their Charter, in propor- 
tion to the happy Effects of the foſter- 
ing hand of Government, through the 
Board of Controul, whoſe able and ſpi- 
rited conduct will realiſe what the Miſ- 
management of their own impolitic 
| Meaſures would have rendered imaginary 
and as viſionary, at the Expiration of 
their Charter three Years hence, as the 
iniquitous South Sea Bubble. The 
happy Prevention of Government will 
fave all that can, by good Management, 
be ſaved of their Property (which with- 
out ſuch powerful Interpoſition and Pa- 
tronage, would haye been wrecked) to 


prevent 


e 

prevent INSOLVENCY, and the Shock 
it wells giveto our Funds and to public 

Credit. Theſe are great Objects, fit for 
| the Wiſdom and Virtue of a' powerful 
Nation, that do more credit to Mr. Pitt's 
Adminiſtration and more Service to the 
Nation than all the deluſire Profeſſions of 


an ambitious and deſigning Party. 


The greatect Proof of the exalted Pa- 
triotiſm and Integrity of Mr. Pitt, is to be | 
found in firſt (as the Guardian of a great 
Commercial State) firmly re-eſtabliſhing 
the cottering Company by the Commu- 
tation Act; and his, at the ſame time, 
ſerupulous regard to the territorial Poſ- 
ſeſſions of the Company to render them 
productiue: Since, as the Right Ho- 


norable 
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norable Gentleman has truly ſtated, the 
Commercial Capital of the Eaſt India 
Company is the SURPLUS of the 
territorial Revenues: EW 
| How much then do they require the 
; _ Protection of Miniſters ! And how 
much are the Proprietors obliged to 
Adminiſtration, at a Period ſo near td 
[ the termination of their Charter, for the 
| Wiſdom 6f their Meaſures; from which 
| a Benefit of ONE MILLION and A 
| HALF per Aiimin, his ariſen by the 
| judicious and unparallelled Conduct of 
the Board of Direction and Controul; 
1 
| and from whoſe indefatigable perſeve- 
| rance to ſerve their Country and to fave 
| 5 the Company only they can expect to 
| . realize 
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realize their Capital at the End of their 


expiring Charter. 


This is really a Conſideration of ſuch 
infinite Conſequence, that the Pro- 
prietors, alarmed for their Capital Stock, 
which has clearly been in bad hands, 
ſhould, at a general Court, ſolemnly _ 
defire Mr. Pitt to promote the SUR- 
PLUS by his ſalutary Meaſures, as their 
only Security againſt Deluſion and its 
long Train of fatal Conſequences to the 
Proprietors. Inſtead of ridiculouſly con- 
tending for the Preſervation of Char- 
tered Rights, which are on the very 
point of expiring, and are therefore the 
Shadow of the Company, they ſhould * 
attend to the true State of their Re- 
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venues which are the Subſtance, without 
which their Stock walls be viſionary 
and like © the baſeleſs Fabric of a 


«© Viſion.” 


Hence it is as clear as any mathema- 
tical Demonſtration that Mr. Pitt has 
been the Savior of the Company at 
Home and abroad. The good Manage- 
ment of the Revenues does more honor 
to the Virtue and Wiſdom of his Ad- 


miniſtration and to the Principles and 


Talents of Mr. DUNDAS, at the 
Board of Controul, than the fineſt Pane- 
gyric of their Friends, and tends more 
forcibly than the Eloquence of Demoſt- 
henes to refute the Malice, and to 


expoſe the Folly of their Enemies, who 


are 


1 
11 
are Enemies equally to their Country 


and to the Company. 


Having my Lords, ſhewn the dread- 
full Calamity of the Bill of 1783, which, 
like a terrible Precipice, we have fortu- 
nately avoided ; and the happy tendency 

.of the Bill of 1784, which the Legiſ- 
lature has, in its Wiſdom, approved as 
a Source of National Bleſſings, equally 
conducive to the great Commercial and 
Political Purpoſes of his Majeſty's Do- 
minions; I cannot do more Juſtice to 
the Cauſe of Truth, to public Virtue 
and to the diſtinguiſhed Merit of Mr. 
PIT'T's Adminiſtration than to ſay to 


my Countrymen in the Language of - 
Seripture © Let us caſt off the Works 
of 


1 
of Darkneſs which overwhelm'd 
Mr. FOX's Bill; “ and let us put on 
the Armour of Light“ in that of Mr. 
PITT, which ſhines with the Splendor 
of Truth TP" Virtue ; producing, like 
the glorious Effects of the Sun, Wealth, 


Strength and Security to our Country, 
and, conſequently, Dignity and Hap- 
pineſs to as amiable a Monarch as ever 


filled and adorned the 'Throne of the 
Britiſh Empire. 


The preſent year, which is the Centu- 
rial one of the glorious REVOLUTION, 
of 1688, will ſtrike Futurity as a 
wonderful Inſtance of human Talents 
and public Virtue iti a young Miniſter 
the at his early Period of Life, is, be- 


| yond 
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yond a Doubt, the greateſt Miniſter of 


the Age. Born a Stateſman and inhe- 
riting the public Virtue and powerful 
Animation of his illuſtrious Father, his 
Talents, his Virtues, his Exertions will 
extend far, and his Fame will eclipſe 
the Reputation of the immortal 


CHATHAM, 


22d March 1788. 
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OBSERVATIONS 


ON 


Mr. SyzrIDan's Pamphlet. 


INCE the -Second Edition of this BY 


Pamphlet was ſent to the Preſs, 


Mr, Sheridan, perhaps rouſed by the 
Firſt, and alarmed for the expiring Re- 


putation of Mr. Fox, has publiſhed a 
pompuous COMPARATIVE. 
STATEMENT of the Two India 
Bills of 1783 and 1784, in which he 
has ſhewn that glaring Partiality and 
total Diſregard to Truth, to the Merit 


of 


( 226 ) 


of the Exec utive Power, and to the 
true Intereſt of the Nation, as might 
naturally be expected from the prin- 
cipal Advocate of a Party, writing in 
the Defence of his political Creator, 


to whom he owes his public Exiſtence, 


and by whoſe Means he wiſhes to 


return to the political Cælum; from 


which Mr. Fox, like the fallen Angel, 
has been driven through his boundleſs 

Ambition and arbitraryPrinciples, which 
are as deſtructive to the State as thoſe 


of Lucifer are to the Church. 


It will perhaps be expected that 1 
ſhould be the firft to notice a Produc- 
tion upon the very Subject of my own, 
written by the principal Partiſan of 

= 7 


(: $89") 
Mr. Fox, profeſſedly in his favor, and 


conſequently not founded on that noble 
Candor with which a love of Truth, 
and a regard to ae indi , 
Writer, who, being totally unconnected 
with Party, and uninfluenced by Party 


Views, writes from no other Motive 


than the Public Good: 


Mr. Sheridan's Production ſeems to 
be the laſt Effort of an expiring Party, 
whoſeDiſappointment is as great as their 
Ambition was alarming. It is quite 
out of Time, coming after the full 
: Conſideration and merited Condemn- 
ation of the Subject he ſtates and 
attempts to defend. It may therefore be 
aſked, at ſuch a Period, in the Lan- 
| | 2 G guage 


( and ) 
guage of a political Divine, Cui Bono? 
A vigorous Defence after a total Defeat, 
and an humiliating Surrender, is an 
: Undertaking as abſurd as it muſt prove 
nugatory and diſzraceful. The Idea of 
ſuch an Attempt is as ludicrous as any 


thing in the Works of Cervantes. 


Mr. Sheridan's curious STATE- 
«© MENT T is an artful Appeal to the 
Paſſions of Party, inſtead of a candid 
and folemn Appeal to the Underſtand- 
ing 4 Virtue of an enlightened 1 
generous Nation, who are groſly inſulted 

by ſuch a partial Production, to ſerve 
| the ambitious Purpoſes of a diſappointed 
Party. This wretched Attempt, 2 8 
Compariſon betw-een the Meaſures and 


the 


( 229 ) 
the characters of Mr. Pitt and Mr. . 
Fox, as Stateſmen, ſhould be ſtiled a 
MIS STATEMENT with falſe Con- 
cluſions: Since it is a jeſuitical Pro- 
duction containing deluſive Reaſoning 


upon falſe Premiſes. 


Mr. Sheridan fays with regard to 
Mr. Fox's Bill I do venture peremp- 
6 wats to aſſert that there never was | 
a4 Legiſlative Meaſure fo little exa- 
% mined, ſo generally miſunderſtood, 


« and fo confidently miſrepreſented.” 


Notwithſtanding this Teſtimony from 
the Harlequin Pen of a Stage-Writer, 
I do venture to ſay that there never 


was a Meaſure ſo well examined, ſo 


generally 
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generally underſtood, ſo faithfully 


repreſented, and ſo Juſtly condemned. 
This I ſhall take an Opportunity to 


| prove from the Evidence of Mr. 


Sheridan him. But firſt I muſt 


bear Teſtimony to the Truth of one 
Obſervation of the Honorable Gentle- 
man who is pleaſed to ſay '* there is 
no reſemblance whatever between the 
Two India Bills of Mr. Fox and Mr. 
Pitt in any Circamlance.” The 
Remark 2 juſt one; for there 1s 


certainly no reſemblance either in 


Principle or Tendency, and God forbid 


there ſhould be any! There is no more 
reſemblance between the Two Mea- 


ſures than there is between the Prin- 


ciples 


C20 FF 2 
ciples and Deſigns of the Two Miniſters 
who brought them into Parliament, 


whoſe Talents and Characters are as 


different as Light and Darkneſs. 


But why does Mr. Sheridan make 
this Confeſſion ? Is it a Cauſe of Tri- 
umph in Mr. Fox's Party, or of the 
moſt mortifying Humiliation, that his 
Bill does not, in the leaſt, reſemble 
that of Mr. Pitt? Has not the Miniſter 
the moſt reaſon to triumph in the 
Truth of this Declaration ? Nothing 
ſurely can be more to the Honor of 
Mr. Pitt's Head and Heart than that 
the Principle and Tendency of his Eaſt 


India Bill do not, in the leaſt reſemble 
the 


( 232 ) 
the deſpotic furs of Mr. Fox's 
Bill : A Bull of Calamity and Horror 
that, had for its firſt Object a SEIZURE, 
in the moſt arbitrary and- wanton man- 
ner, of ALL the Privileges and ALL 
the vaſt Property of the Eaſt India 


Company, both Territorial and Com- 


mercial, which would have been a 
Commiſſion of Bankruptcy againſt the 
United Merchants trading to the Eaſt 
Indies, and a Commiſſion of Lunacy | 
againſt the Nation. The a 
would have been Felp de Se in tlie 
Adoption of Mr. Fox's Bill; and the 
ambitious Author, ſeated on his high 
Throne of Defpotifm, would have ſign- 
ed the Death Marrant of our glorious 


Conſtitution. 


Mr. 


35 } 

«© Mr. Sheridan ſays, with an air of . 

6 triumph, that no Perſon who has ſup- 
” portedMr.Fox's Bill can give his coun- 
6c 1 to Mr. Pitt's, with the fmall- 


» 


I maintain 


* eſt degree of conſiſtency.” 


2 contrary Opinion, and ſhall eafily and 


clearly prove it. Whoever fi ported 
Mr. Fox's Bill from „ 
enced by Party Motives) muſt, to be 
66 conſiſtent,” countenance that of Mr. = 
Pitt, for the greateſt of all Reaſons 

4. becauſe it is evidently calculated to 


produce all the good without any of the 


bad Conſequences of the Bill of 1783. 


Mr. Sheridan may write well for the 
Stage, but this ill- timed and ill- founded 


Production 


(2340 
Production ſhews that he is a ſhallow 


Politician. Indeed he has diſcovered ſo 
little Skill, that I venture to ſay he is, 
in the preſent Inſtance, the greateſt 
Marplot, by bringing the ſtrongeſt poſſible 
Evidence againſt his own Cauſe, to com- 
pleat the Triumph of Adminiſtration: 
For, by this impolitic Publication, he 
has 1 the fineſt Opportunity that 
could poſſibly be given to the Friends of 
Mr. Pitt to beat him 2 his own Weapons 
5 to triumph 4 in a Victory ſo com- 
pleat, as ſhall for ever, in the Language 
of the Stage, damn the India Bill of 1 78 3. 
and ar eternal Reproach and Diſgrace 
on it's Author, who boldly attempted, 
with more than Sovereign Authority, to 
ſeize on all the property of the Eaſt 
India 


(25s. ) FOR 
India Company, and to plunge a Dagger 
in the Bowels of our excellent Con- 


ſtitution. ö 


But perhaps it may be ſaid, that this 
Eternity of Diſgrace is a Concluſion 
without an Argument. If what I have 
faid is not a ſufficient Daene of 
the deſerved Fate of the Bill and its 
Author, I will bring one from Mr. 


Sheridan's Statement, Letter D.“ 


« Mr. Fox's Bill did not pretend to 
& be founded, in any reſpect, non ths 
« Conſent of the Company, nor to pro- 
64 duce a Syſtem of Reform . agreeable 
& to, or concerted with, thoſe whole 
„ Abuſe of Power it profeſſed to 
Remedy.“ N | 
* « Mr. 


( 235 ) | 


« Mr. Pitt's Bill was avowedly com- 


% municated to the Directors of the 


„Company and to the Proprietors; it's 


* ſeveral Proviſions diſcuſſed by them, 


« 2nd many material Alterations were 
de made in the Plan after it had been 


66 brought into Parliament, declaredly 


for the Purpoſe of according to 


the Suggeſtions, and granting the 


" Explanations required by the Com- 


-56-nany.” 


Does not this Evidence of Mr. Sheri- - 


dan ſhew that there is not the leaſt 


Reſemblance in the Principle and Ten- 


dency of the T'wo India Bills of 178 g- 
and 1784, and that no two Miniſters can 


- bemore unlike, in Diſpoſition and Views, 


than 


\ - 


( 237) 
1 than Mr. Fox and Mr. Pitt? Can there | 
be a clearer Demonſtration than is here 
exhibited that they. can never coaleſce, 
as their i Sentiments and mini- 
ſterial Qualifications are as different as 
the Poles are oppoſite; i poſſeſſing 
all the Mildneſs peculiar to a free Go- 
vernment; the other all the Violence of 


an arbitrary State! 


: What is here produced by Mr. Sheridan, 
in Evidence againſt Mr. Pitt does him 
the greateſt m It is the Miniſter's | 
greateſt Pride, his greateſt Glory, and 
the greateſt Security of our Liberties | 

| and Property. 


8 | v , 
Can any thing be milder, or more 


conſiſtent with the much admired Prin- 


_ ciples 


> _ 
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9 
ciples of our excellent Conſtitution, 
than Mr. Pitt's Communication with the 
Company, whoſe Concerns it has been 


found neceſſary to controul for their 


Advantage, and for the Security of the 


Nation ? Wbilſt it is abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary, from public and the moſt ſalutary 
Motives, to break in pin the Charter 
of the Company ; can any thing be 
more compatible with our Ideas of 


Liberty and Property than a Communi- 


cation with the Perſons moſt affected by 


a ſtrong Meaſure of Neceſſity, in order 
that the Means of Reformation may be 
as mild as our Conſtitution requires, 
and as the Nature of the Caſe will 


admit? : PE 


- 


This, 
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l This, which is brought as a fon 
Reproach againſt Mr. Pitt, by a Party- 
Writer, and as A ſtrong Inſtance of 
Weakneſs and Folly, is certainly the 
cleareſt Proof of Wiſdom and Virtue; 


and is, 9 the fineſt Compliment 


that could poſſibly be paid to the Head 


5 and Heart of the Miniſter: Since it ſhews, 


to a Demonſtration, the great Mildneſs 
ſo much admired in a free Government, 
and the ſame 0 and patriotic 
Principles that fo eminently diſtin- 
euiſhed the illuſtrious Chatham ; whilſt | 
it exhibits as fine a Contraſt to the 
Violence hy Deſpotiſin of Mr. Fox, 
as the Integrity of that great Stateſman 
did to the Principles of „the Grand 
* Defaulter of Unaccounted Millions.“ 


3 
How 


(2400 


How different are the Principles, and 


how great is the Violence and Reproach 

of Mr. Fox ! Placed on hls high Seat 
of Deſpotiſm, he aimed at ſeizing, like 

the Hand of Death, the vaſt Property of 
the Company, to make them Bankrupts, 
to convulſe the Nation, and like 
Nero who fidled while Rome was 


& in Flames, 


he triumphed in his < 
arbitrary and ruinous Conduct, not : 
deigning, in the Greatneſs of his Power, 
to commupicate with the SLAVES 
whoſe Property he ſeized, and whoſe 


Rights he totally deſtroyed. 


Such was the daring Attempt of Mr. 


Fox ; ſuch were his unconſtitutional 


and 


( 241 ) 
and deſpotic Principles; and the arbi- 
trary Manner in which his execrated 


Bill would have treated the vaſt Pro- 


perty of R free People, and the glorious 


Conſtitution of a free State !. 


Theſe ſhort Obſervations (which 
ſhew the much ad Principles and 
the wiſe Meaſures of Mr. Pitt, and the 
Deſpotiſm, the Folly and Fatality of 
Mr. Fox's Deſigns on the Eaſt India 

Company and the Conſtitution) are ſuf- 
ficient, witheal further Refutation, to 
ſhew the Abſurdity and Folly of Mr. 

| Sheridan's jeſuitical Diſtinction between 
the two India Bills of 1783, and 1784 

and to prove that his Curious * COM- 

PARATIVE STATEMENT” is the 


„„ KEE 
laſt Effort of an expiring Party, which 


is ſo ill timed and fo repugnant to Truth 
to Juſtice and to public Virtue as to pro- 
duce the ſtrongeſt Evidence againſt his 


own Party, and- a compleat Victory to 


Mr. Pitt's Adminiſtration; who triumph 
in a total defeat of a deſpotic Miniſter, 
W they have, as happily for the 

Eaſt India company as for the N ation, 
o protected the Property and the Rights of 
a a free Paige, and ſecured the Liberties 
and Bleſſings of our glorious con- 


ſtitution. 


Too conclude: Mr. Pitt's India Bill, 
which eſtabliſhed the Board of Controul, 
is a natural and efficient Commiſſion of 


Superintendance and Direction, guard- 


ing 


- 


"Ca. 0 
ing alike the Intereſt of the Company 


and the Welfare of the Nation, on mild 
Principles, conſiſtent with the Nature 
of Commerce and the Rights and 


Genius of a free People. That af Mr. 


Fox was unnatural, violent, arbitrary, 


. contrary to the Rights, the Intereſt. 


0 == 


— 


and Temper of a free Nation; in- 
conſiſtent with Juſtice and ſound Po- 
licy, ſubverſive of our excellent conſti- 
tution, av a violation of eyery thing 
held dear and ſacred to Britons. It was 
a many headed Monſter, a Monſtrum 
horrendum in a free Sian The Off- 

ſpring of Temerity, calculated to ruin 
the Nation and to diſgrace as amiable a 
Sovereign as ever' filled and adorned a 


EF: Throne 


tins }  * 
Throne, to gratify the inſatiable Am- 


bition and Avarice of the moſt arbitrary 


'Miniſter this Country ever produced, 


and a clamorous F ACTION of hun- 
gry Sycophants and Dependants. | 


My Lords, Having diſcharged my 
Duty by doing Juſtice to the popular 
W and patriotic Exertions of as 
upri ght and able an Adminiſtration 2s 
this Nation could ever boaſt of (that of 
Lord Chatham not excepted) I cannot, | 
in Juſtice to the Nation, cloſe. a long 
Pamphlet, which I flatter myſelf will 
be read in Afia as well as Europe, with- 
out producing a ſtrong Inſtance. in ſup- 
port of my Doctrine, that no Royal 
Grants or Ceſſions from native Princes 


«© whatever, 


=} ( .245 ) 
ce whatever, can give the Company any 
« Right to territorial Property in India, 
„ beyond the Term of their Charter.” 
At that approaching Period I maintain, 
that all the territorial Acquiſitions that 
came into the Poſſeſſion of the Eaſt India 
Company fince 1697, devolve to the 
Crown. as the Right of the Nation, 
without the Company having any local 
Intereſt in them as Private Property ; 
for as the United Merchants are as 
11 Yi to this Nation ſo their 
territorial Intereſt totally. ceaſes with 


their Charter. 


„We entered (ſaid the laid Lord 
Clive) into an Alliance with Meer 
“ Jaffier Ally Cawn, a General Officer 


66 in 
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tc in the Nabob's Service; concluded a 


„Treaty with him; marched againſt 


« the Nabob and entirely defeated kim: 
« and havin oy ſurrounded the Nabob in 
* his Palace, his Death ſoon followed, 
* and Meer Jaffier was appointed in his 
“ Stead.” By this alliance the Com- 
pany aquired a conſiderable DISTRICT, 
---With what Senſe of Juſtice can the 
. Company claim a Right to Territory 
acquired uponꝰ theſe ſhocking Principles 
of Treachery and Violence, which diſ- 


grace the Author and his Country? 


Beſide this modern Authority againſt 


the territorial Property of the Company 


I have a greater One near one Hundred 


Years old. It is evident that the Mi- 


niſtry 
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niſtry and the Parliament in 1697, were 
quite of my opinion; and” therefore, 
notwithſtanding the Acts of Elizabeth 
and James II, the MAJESTY of the 
Legiſlature, upon Principles ſtrictly 
Conſtitutional, in the following Reign 
of William and Mary totally diſre- 
garded thoſe Grants, and every Claim 
or Idea of private Right to territorial 
Property; and diſpeſed of them as 
N ational or public Property, to another 
Set of Merchants, notwithſtanding the 
Clamor of the Old Company againſt 
the Proceedings of Government, which 
the United Merchants contended, as in 
the preſent Caſe, were extremely 
unjuſt. The Leyiſlatire, no doubt, 
conſidered the Salus Populi as the 


Suprema 
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Cot? 
Suprema Les. The —— Intereſt, 
like the general Preſervation, is the firſt 
and greateſt Object of Government in 
all civilized States, to which the char- 


| tered Rights of Bodies and the natural 


Intereſt of Individuals muſt, as it is 
reaſonable they ſhould, yield ; for every 
Member of the Community, ſays Dr. 


Mead, ſhould concede ſomewhat of his 


own. to the general Welfare. 


When the claims of the old Com- 


pany were, upon theſe Principles, to- 


tally diſregarded, and a Charter granted 


to a New Company, for a certain Term 


. of Years, it was certainly underſtood 


that at the expiration of that Term, 
thoſe Poſſeſſions and all other territorial 


Acquiſitions 
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Acquifitions made in Conſequence of 
their Charter, ſhould devolve, as the 
former had done, to the crown as the 


undoubted Right and Property of the 


Nation. 


My Lords, this totally refutes W 
| Thing ſaid by the Company's Council, 
and by other Perſons who ſeem to favor 
the Opinion of the United Merchants | 
having a Right to territorial Property 
after the Expiration of their Charter 


in 1791. 


E RR ATA. 
Page 62, Line 12, for Uſurer read Uſurper. 
Page 193, Line 4, for with read without. 
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